Syllabus Fall 2003

HIS 101 (01) and (04): History of World Civilizations I

MWF 8:30-9:20; Final Exam: Thursday, December 18, 2003, 8:30-10:30am

MWF 9:30-1:20; Final Exam: Wednesday, December 17, 2003, 8:30-10:30am

SB 106

Professor Gayle V. Fischer

Office: SB 109B

Office Hours: TBA 

Whenever I am in my office and available-Open Door Policy

also by appt

978/542-6399

gayle.fischer@salemstate.edu
www.salemstate.edu/~gfischer
Introduction: This course surveys the development of humanity from its dawn to the beginning of the sixteenth century. Through reading, analysis, research, creative thinking and class discussion students will be made aware of the continuing influence of historical experience on the contemporary world. The material will be studied in the following manner: Lectures provide the broader historical contexts, and also focus on several facets of selected cultures, such as the development of religions and philosophy and rhetorical tradition. In addition to lectures, the course will explore pre-1500 world societies through carefully selected reading assignments--students read a part of the text in accordance with the syllabus at home, then this material is discussed in the class.  
Why take World History? For most students, the easy answer to this question is that it is a course required for graduation. This is undoubtedly true, and there are several reasons why this is so. As a core undergraduate course, World History is designed to contribute to your overall education and enhance your ability to complete the baccalaureate program. In this course, you will be called upon to assimilate a great deal of information, organize it in a logical manner, and express clear conclusions drawn from this data. Such skills are essential in virtually every professional endeavor. In addition, World History seeks to enhance cultural literacy by introducing you to key concepts, events and situations that are essential to an understanding of western and other world civilizations. Even if you never liked history before, you will enjoy this class if you approach it with a spirit of curiosity.
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Required Reading: 

1. Michael G. Maxwell, “The Student’s Friend; World History & Geography 1” This is a free brief textbook. You must e-mail me and I will send it to you as an attachment in Word. You may wish to place the text in a three-ring binder. I expect you to bring the textbook with you to each class meeting.

2. Primary Texts and Resources from the Internet see schedule below for specific titles. 

The Assignments


      




 

Key Points papers (15) 5pts/paper (75 possible)

Midterm Exam 100 pts

Final Exam 150 pts

In-class Assignments 45 pts

Total Number of Points 370 pts

370-333=A - A- / 332-296=B+ - B- / 295-259=C+ - C- / 258-239=D / 238-0=F

Key Points Papers: Do the reading. Analyze the reading assignment for key points, "What is it?" and "Why is it important?"  Write five key points for pages indicated in the course schedule. Write in complete sentences—you will not receive credit if you do not use complete sentences. 

Exams: There will be two exams. The exams will consist of short answer questions. The final exam will be comprehensive.
In-class Assignments: On ten random days I will ask you to do some brief writing in class that I will collect. I might, for example, ask you to analyze the day’s reading assignment. In effect, the in- class writing rewards you for good attendance and completing the reading assignments. You will not know in advance when one of these assignments is coming up. If you are not in class, you do not get credit for that day's writing. In-class writing assignments cannot be made up under any circumstances. I will determine the in-class writing grade by how many of them you turn in. If you complete at least nine you will receive 45 points; eight will earn 37 points; seven will earn 33 points; six will earn 29 points; five or fewer will earn 0 points.

Extra-Credit: Out-of-class Events (20 points--10 points each) Students may earn up to 20 extra credit points by attending SSC-sponsored events or films (that are related to world history) and completing a one-paragraph evaluation. All evaluations should be submitted to my email account. The last day to submit evaluations is midnight Friday, November 22, 2002. Submitting the paragraph does not mean you will automatically earn 10 points; the paragraph must be worth 10 points or no points will be given. Think about what you learned at the SSC-sponsored event.

Incompletes: I will NOT give incompletes. I will calculate your final grade based on the work submitted to date.
Equal Access Statement: "Salem State College is committed to providing equal access to the educational experience for all students in compliance with Section 504 of  The Rehabilitation Act and The Americans with Disabilities Act and to providing all reasonable academic accommodations, aids and adjustments.  Any student who has a documented disability requiring an accommodation, aid or adjustment should speak with the instructor immediately.  Students with Disabilities who have not previously done so should provide documentation to and schedule an appointment with the Office for Students with Disabilities and obtain appropriate services."

A Hearing Impaired Professor: I am hearing impaired. Because of this impairment I wear two hearing aids. However, I also need you to speak clearly in class, perhaps a hair louder than your usual volume, and please do not cover your mouth when you speak. I’ve learned to live with this impairment but it can still embarrass me. The most embarrassing thing is when I think I’ve heard someone say something that they didn’t say and I start talking and everyone around me is clueless about what I am talking about. If you find that I’m going off in some weird direction please let me know, chances are I misunderstood something someone said. It is more embarrassing for me to keep talking than to have you correct me. Please be patient if I ask you to repeat yourself two, three, even four times—some days it is harder to hear than others.

Good Manners in an Academic Environment: Ordinary courtesy should apply in an academic setting as well as in any other. In particular, polite behavior in an academic environment requires attention to the needs of everyone involved in a course. Good manners are frequently violated by persons who disrupt class sessions without intending to do so. 

For example:

arriving late for a class meeting. If entering late is unavoidable, it is important to get in and get seated as quickly and as quietly as possible. Do not delay class even more by explaining your tardiness. Wait until class is over. Then, however, an apology and an explanation are mandatory.

walking out during a class meeting. In an emergency, of course, leaving is not discourteous. If the need to leave is anticipated before the class begins, the student should so advise the instructor. In addition, it is considerate to take a seat near the door, to minimize the disruption caused by leaving and returning.

carrying on a private conversation while class is in session. This is particularly irritating to your instructor.

sighing or yawning noisily while class is in session.

sleeping during a class session. If you have not gotten enough sleep the night before to remain awake, go to bed, not to class.

allowing a beeper or cell phone to sound during a class session.

The basic notion is quite simple: Avoid doing anything that will interrupt the class or distract your fellow students.
Schedule of Readings, Discussion Topics, Assignments, and Activities

This schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.

Unit 1: Origins of Earth and Humans/

Unit II: Mesopotamia & Middle East

Unit III: Ancient Egypt & Africa

READ: “The Student’s Friend; World History & Geography 1,” pp.1-7

Week 1 

	Monday

September 3, 2003
	
	Introduction

	Friday

September 5, 2003
	
	Prehistory 


Week 2: 

	Monday

September 8, 2003
	
	Prehistory/Mesoptamian Civilization

Key Points Paper #1 DUE, p. 1-2.

	Wednesday

September 10, 2003
	
	Ancient Sumer/The Akkadian Kingdom

Key Points Paper #2 DUE, p. 3-5

	Friday

September 11, 2003
	
	The Code of Hammurabi


Week 3: 

	Monday

September 15, 2003
	
	Hebrew Civilization

	Wednesday

September 17, 2003
	
	Code of Hammurabi/The Hebrew Bible 

Read: Hammurabi's Code of Laws; Translated by L. W. King; introduction, Laws: 1-5, 22-24, 48-49, 55, 66, 87, 105, 127-135, 194-219, 226, 235 
 http://eawc.evansville.edu/anthology/hammurabi.htm
Exodus; 19:1-6; 20: 1-17; 21: 1-7, 33-36; 22: 1-5, 16, 21-27; 23:1-8, 13-32 

http://www.awitness.org/biblehtm/ex/
Bring hard copies of readings to class.

	Wednesday

September 17, 2003
	
	Reading Questions:

*Is it apparent that the Hammurabic Code is clearly the product of a civilization, rather than some other kind of early society? Does the code illustrate key elements of what a civilization is?

*What protection did women have in Babylonian law? Why is it clear that this was a patriarchal society?

*How did Hebrew law compare with the Hammurabic Code? Did it reflect the same social and gender structure and prescriptions, or were there subtle differences in the treatment of lower social groups and women?

*The Hammurabic Code was a royal compilation, though sanctioned by a god; Hebrew law was held to emanate from God. How does this difference emerge in the laws offered—what behaviors they cover, how they are sanctioned? Is a clearer set of ethical obligations involved in Hebrew law?

	
	
	Ancient Egypt Overview

Key Points Paper #3 DUE, p. 5-6


Week 4: 

	Monday

September 22, 2003
	
	Egyptian Religion

Key Points Paper #4 DUE, p. 6-7

	Wednesday

September 24, 2003
	
	Read: THE EGYPTIAN BOOK OF THE DEAD
"THE COMING INTO DAY"

INTRODUCTION

http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/EGYPT/EGYPT.HTM and http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/EGYPT/EGYPT.HTM

Bring hard copies of readings to class.

Reading Questions:  

What are the principles of a sinless life? 

Why is it important for the deceased to declare his innocence? What is the role of humility?

Why is the ability to name the gods so vital to success? 
What are the gods’ characteristics? 

What do you think these gods do to human beings? 

Why is it important, do you think, to appease them?

	Friday

September 26, 2003
	
	 THE EGYPTIAN BOOK OF THE DEAD continued


Unit IV: Ancient Greece/

Unit V: Ancient China & Asia/
READ: “The Student’s Friend; World History & Geography 1,” pp.7-17

Week 5: 

	Monday

September 29, 2003
	
	Homer and the Greek Renaissance, 900-600 BCE

	Wednesday

October 1, 2003
	
	Democracy

What is the difference between direct democracy and a representative democracy?

Key Points Paper #5 DUE, p. 7-9

	Friday

October 3, 2003
	
	Classical Greece

Key Points Paper #6 DUE, p. 10-11


Week 6: 

	Monday

October 6, 2003
	
	Philosophy/Socrates and the Law

	Wednesday

October 8, 2003
	
	Philosophy/Socrates and the Law

Read: Crito by Plato http://www.san.beck.org/Crito.html#1
Bring hard copies of readings to class.

	Wednesday

October 8, 2003
	
	Reading Questions:

1. What course of action does Crito hope to convince Socrates to take regarding his death sentence? What reasons does Crito give for his plan?

2.  How does Socrates think that the opinion of the multitude should affect his course of action regarding his death sentence? 

3. Under what circumstances does Socrates think it is right to do wrong or inflict harm on another? Why? 

4. What principles are invoked by the Laws in persuading Socrates that remaining in Athens and accepting his sentence is the just course of action? What would be the result if Socrates fled as Crito has implored him to do?

Is Socrates' decision to remain in Athens the right thing to do? Is it foolish? Why?

	Friday

October 10, 2003
	
	Philosophy/Socrates and the Law


Week 7: 

	Monday

October 13, 2003
	
	Columbus Day Holiday—No Class

	Wednesday

October 15, 2003
	
	Alexander the Great 

Key Points Paper #7 DUE, p. 11-12

	Friday

October 17, 2003
	
	The Hellenistic World


Week 8: 

	Monday

October 20, 2003
	
	Ancient India

Key Points Paper #8 DUE, p. 12-14

Read: Faxian Fa-Hsien: 
A Record of the Buddhistic Kingdoms (394-414 CE)

http://acc6.its.brooklyn.cuny.edu/~phalsall/texts/faxian.html

Bring hard copies of readings to class

	Monday

October 20, 2003
	
	Reading Questions:

1. Why do Fa-hsien and the monks he meets at Jetavana think of China as a borderland? 

2. What is the relationship between the relic of the Buddha's skull and the community in which it is kept? 

3. What form or government does Fa-hsien most admire? How is order kept? 

4. What is the significance of the dragon/snake to the monks? 

5. What conclusions do you draw from the accusations made against Buddha?

	Wednesday

October 22, 2003
	
	Ancient Chinese History: Hundred Schools Period

Key Points Paper #9 DUE, p. 14-16

	Friday

October 24, 2003
	
	Ancient Chinese History: Hundred Schools Period

READ: TBA


Week 9:  

	Monday

October 27, 2003
	
	The Silk Road

	Wednesday

October 29, 2003
	
	The Silk Road

Why do we say the Silk Road was a two-way street?

	Friday

October 31, 2003
	
	 Unit I, Unit II, Unit III, Unit IV, Unit V EXAM


Unit VI: Ancient Rome

Unit VII: The Middle Ages/

Unit VIII: Renaissance & the New World

READ: “The Student’s Friend; World History & Geography 1,” pp.12-30

Week 10:  

	Monday

November 3, 2003
	
	Ancient Rome

	Wednesday

November 5, 2003
	
	Republican Rome/Cleopatra

Key Points Paper #10 DUE, p. 17-18

Read: A review of the film Tim Dirks posted at http://www.filmsite.org/cleo.html
d. 175. A portrait of Cleopatra. Egypt, 1st cent. B.C. (Plutarch, Life of Mark Antony 25.5-28.1, 29. 2nd cent. A.D. G) http://www.stoa.org/diotima/anthology/wlgr/wlgr-publiclife175.shtml
e. Cleopatra, the Last Pharaoh (B.C. 69-30) http://ce.eng.usf.edu/pharos/alexandria/History/cleo.html
Bring hard copies of readings to class.

	Friday

November 7, 2003
	
	Cleopatra

Key Points Paper #11 DUE, p. 19-21


Week 11: 

	Monday

November 10, 2003
	
	Cleopatra

	Wednesday

November 12, 2003
	
	The Trial of Jesus

Read: The Four Gospel Accounts of the Arrest of  Jesus  
in Gethsemane (Revised Standard Version) Mark 14 (verses 1-53), John 16 (verse 28), John 17 (verses 1-12), Matthew 26 (verses 1-56), Luke 22 (verses 1-51); 

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/jesus/accountspilate-a.html
Read: Four Gospel Accounts of the Trial of Jesus  
Before Pontius Pilate (Revised Standard Version) Mark 15 (verses 1-15), John 18 (Verses 28-40) & 19 (Verses 1-22), Matthew 27 (Verses 1-26); Luke 23 (Verses 1-25)
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/jesus/accountspilate-p.html

	
	
	Read: The Four Gospel Accounts of the Crucifixion of Jesus  
 (Revised Standard Version) Mark 15 (Verses 15-47); John 19 (Verses 16-42); Matthew 27 (Verses 26-66); Luke 23 (Verses 24-56)
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/jesus/accountspilate-c.html
Read: Non-Christian References to the Trial of Jesus  http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/jesus/nonchristianaccounts.html
Bring hard copies of readings to class

Reading Questions:

Why was Jesus arrested?

What really happened in the trial of Jesus?

Compare and contrast the six accounts of Jesus’s crucifixion.

	Friday

November 14, 2003
	
	Trial of Jesus Christ


Week 12 

	Monday

November 17, 2003
	
	Trial of Jesus Christ

	Wednesday

November 19, 2003
	
	Decline and Fall of Rome

Read: Ammianus Marcellinus (330-395 CE): 
The Battle of Hadrianopolis, 378 CE
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/378adrianople.html

Read up to and including the paragraph that begins: “Just when it first became dark, the emperor being among a crowd of common soldiers…”

Bring hard copies of readings to class

	Wednesday

November 19, 2003
	
	Reading questions:

What aspects of Marcellinus’ account seem most accurate? What points seem least accurate, and what explains why Marcellinus would be prone to exaggerate?

How does Marcellinus explain Roman failure in the face of the barbarians? Are his explanations plausible? Do they suggest deeper internal weakness in Rome’s state and society?

Does Marcellinus’ account suggest some characteristic difficulties in explaining major disasters in a society?

What other kinds of evidence are necessary to figure out what went wrong during the later Roman Empire?

	Friday

November 21, 2003
	
	Decline and Fall of Rome


Week 13:  

	Monday

November 24, 2003
	
	Medieval Society

WOMEN IN THE YEAR 1000 C.E.
Key Points Paper #12 DUE, p. 21-22

	Wednesday

November 26, 2003
	
	Reading/Advising Day—No Class

	Friday

November 28, 2003
	
	Thanksgiving Recess—No Class


Week 14:  

	Monday

December 1, 2003
	
	Milestone Notebook DUE

Islam

Read: Chapter 4 in The Holy Qur'an. The Holy Qur'an 
Electronic Text Center, University of Virginia Library
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/HolKora.html
Key Points Paper #13 DUE, p. 23-24

Bring hard copies of readings to class

Reading Questions:

1. Did Islam enforce a patriarchal gender system?

2. What were the key protections for women, and how did they compare with protective features in the earlier classical and river-valley civilizations?

3. Were women spiritually equal to men in Islam? How was this reconciled with patriarchal traditions?

4. What kinds of concerns did Islam emphasize concerning sexuality?

	Wednesday

December 3, 2003
	
	The Holy Crusades

Key Points Paper #14 DUE, p. 25-26

	Friday

December 5, 2003
	
	The Renaissance

Key Points Paper #15 DUE, p. 26-31


Week 15:  

	Monday

December 8, 2003
	
	The Renaissance

	Wednesday

December 10, 2003
	
	Reading/Advising Day—No Class


MWF 8:30-9:20; Final Exam: Thursday, December 18, 2003, 8:30-10:30am

MWF 9:30-1:20; Final Exam: Wednesday, December 17, 2003, 8:30-10:30am
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