Assignment Instructions Fall 2003

HIS 290WE: Historiography

WF 11:00-12:15—Room SB 106

I expect all papers to be typed, double-spaced, in a readable font, but not too large, neat, and stapled (unless I state otherwise). The average page consists of 1” margins on all sides and is approximately 250 words. If you do not own one, invest in a stapler. You MUST ALWAYS cite your sources or include a bibliography with your paper.

Assignment



      




Deadline 
Points 

In-Class Exercise #1
    





       
    9/3    
 5 
Exercise #1A


    


                             
    9/5       
 5 
Exercise #2 What is a Fact?     




        
   9/10
           15
Exercise 3: National History Standards Footnote

        

   9/12       
15 
Exercise #4: Point of View                  




   9/17       
15
Topic Essay                               




           
   9/19

  5 
Scholarly Monograph/Book Review Exercise


               9/26

30 
Scholarly Journal Exercise





  
  10/10

30 
Bibliographic Essay/Annotated Biblio #1




  10/17

30
Midterm Examination






  10/29

 50

Essay/Annotated Biblio #2






  11/5

30
Table of Contents






              11/12

 10
First Draft of Historiographical Paper



              11/19

50

Final Draft of Historiographical Paper



              12/3 

100
Portfolio 








  12/3

30
Presentations 









  5

Final Examination






  
  12/18
 
50
Discussion/Participation/Attendance






50

Total Number of Points    

525 
	DUE Wednesday, September 3, 2003

	In-class Exercise #1

	Questions about first reading assignment.


	DUE Friday, September 5, 2003

	Exercise 1A

Questions from Exercise #1

	Use questions generated in class as you read Linda Symcox, Whose History? The Struggle for National Standards in American Classrooms. pp. xi-xii, 1-96


	DUE Wednesday, September 10, 2003

	Exercise #2: What is a Fact? 

	Question: Were there any women prisoners in the Bastille on July 13, 1789?

Your assignment is to answer the above question. I don’t know the answer because I have not done the necessary research. 

The Necessary Steps:

1. Do the research. As you research, make a list of all the steps you take, even if they don’t yield information. Record each source (using correct Turabian style), what you find in it (i.e., take notes), and any problems you have with accepting the information (i.e., think while you read and hunt). Go as far as you can.

2. Write a page or more saying how sure you are that you know the truth and can prove it. What is the relevant evidence? How good is it? Why have you reached your conclusion? Is there any doubt in your mind? What is your criterion for calling a statement a fact—common content among your sources? Provenance, the source used by a particular author? Internal consistency (i.e., there are no contradictions within the account of the events within which the statement was recorded)? External consistency (i.e., a particular account doesn’t contradict other accounts)? Plausibility? A “smoking gun”? The “ring of truth”?

3. Hand in your list of steps, notes, and page. You might not find a definitive answer; I will reward diligence and an honest, searching assessment of whether you can say that it is a FACT that there were/were not any women prisoners in the Bastille on July 13, 1789. In addition, I will reward ingenuity and following directions. 


	DUE Friday, September 12, 2003

	Exercise 3: National History Standards Footnote 

	1. Linda Symcox, Whose History? The Struggle for National Standards in American Classrooms, pp. 97-228

2. Find a secondary source and a primary source listed in the footnotes and in a short essay explain how Symcox incorporated the sources in her text..


	DUE Wednesday, September 17, 2003

	Exercise 4: Point of View 

	1. What was Eric Schlosser’s point of view as he wrote Fast Food Nation? What kinds of people and behavior did he like or dislike? What were his values? What yardsticks did he apply to people?

2. Your task in this exercise is to construct Schlosser’s point of view, using ONLY the introduction and the first five chapters of Fast Food Nation. Do NOT do extra research; I will mark you down if you do! To categorize his point of view, you may compare his point of view with that of other historians whose work you know. As you write up your answer to this exercise, cite passages (using correct Turabian form) from Fast Food Nation that support your points and comment on those passages. 


	DUE Friday, September 19, 2003

	Topic Essay/Proposal

	Choose two DIFFERENT possible topics or subject areas for your paper. For each one, write a brief statement of about 100-200 words (half a page) that describes the topic, explains how you would like to approach it, and explain why you have chosen these topics. If you know the question you would like to answer or the thesis you would like to prove, describe that as well. Your work will still be at an early stage, so your thinking is likely to be preliminary. If you have a preference among your topics, make that clear. Your paper can focus on any historical topic, although I urge you to choose a topic you will pursue in the research class. The proposal should be accompanied by a bibliography of 2 possible secondary sources-- either books or scholarly journal articles--(cite correctly using Turabian).


	DUE Friday September 26, 2003

	Scholarly Monograph/Book Review Exercise

	See separate sheet of instructions


	DUE Friday October 10, 2003

	Scholarly Journal Exercise

	See separate sheet of instructions


	Due Friday October 17, 2003

	Bibliographic Essay/Annotated Bibliography #1

	1. Submit a short, 2-page bibliographic essay identifying the most useful and important works for your research. 

2. Include an annotated bibliography of however many pages necessary; you should list at least 10 items, both scholarly monographs and scholarly journal articles. Book reviews should NOT be included in your annotated bibliography.

3. An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.

4. The annotated bibliography should be arranged in the bibliographic format outlined in Turabian, Chapter 11. Do NOT follow Turabian's directions for an annotated bibliography; follow the directions below.

5. An annotated and evaluative bibliography means that you will list not just "bibliographic information," (author, title, source, publisher, date etc. or url), but also write a short summary (about 100-150 words) about the book or article and what is covered as well as an evaluation of the quality of the source. This evaluation should address reliability, authority, and intended audience of the source. Include biographical information available about the author, including scholarly credentials. Assess the credibility and level of scholarship of your source by looking at the publication process, writing style and quality, tone of the written text, and primary sources utilized by the historian. The annotation should also address the historian's interpretation. Make the annotation relevant to your essay.

Examples:

Benitez, Margarita. "Hispanic Women in the United States." In The American Woman 1999-2000: A Century of Change, What's Next?  ed. Cynthia B. Costello, Shari E. Miles, and Anne J. Stone, 132-150. New York: Norton, 1998.
This chapter traces the history of Hispanic women in the United States and discusses the challenges and issues that face this diverse group of women today. There is a brief discussion of the immigration patterns of the various Hispanic groups followed by sections on work and education issues, and Hispanic women authors and activists. While this chapter covers these issues very briefly, it does provide an overview for the place of Hispanic women in modern America. In the back of the volume there is an extensive list of sources for further research. This would be useful for students who need some background information in order to begin their research. The author writes with authority, but does not discuss any issue in depth. 

Goldschneider, F. K., L. J. Waite, and C. Witsberger. "Nonfamily Living and 

the Erosion of Traditional Family Orientations Among Young Adults." American Sociological Review 51 (1986): 541-554. 

The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result of nonfamily living.


	DUE Wednesday November 5, 2003

	Essay/Annotated Bibliography #2

	1. See instructions for Bibliographic Essay/Annotated Bibliography #1.

2. Write an Essay that builds on Bibliographic Essay #1: How has your thinking changed? What have you learned that you didn’t know before? What skills are proving the most helpful? What books are proving to be the most helpful? Where are you running into problems?

3. Include the annotated citations from your previous bibliography in bibliography #2. Place an asterisk (*) next to citations that are NEW to this bibliography. 


	DUE Wednesday November 12, 2003

	Table of Contents

	You should be working on writing your historiographic essay at this point. In designing or constructing your essay, it may be useful to write a "Table of Contents," using one sentence per paragraph in order to have a sense of where the "story" is going. Write a possible “Table of Contents” for your essay. You will NOT turn in a table of contents with your final paper, this is an exercise to help you organize your argument.


	DUE Wednesday November 19, 2003

	First Draft of Historiography Papers


	DUE Wednesday December 3, 2003

	Final Draft of Historiographical Essay


Some Information You Might Find Helpful

Information and Strategies for getting the most out of Course Readings: 

Dr. Susan Williams, Fitchburg State College http://falcon.fsc.edu/%7Eswilliams/hist1400/dais.htm
Guide to Grammar and Writing http://cctc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm
How to read a book http://www.si.umich.edu/%7Epne/read.a.book.htm
Why Become a Historian? http://www.theaha.org/pubs/why/blackeyintro.htm
Historians and Philosophers http://www.scholiast.org/history/histphil.html
Elements of Style by William Strunk http://www.bartleby.com/141/index.html
Plagiarism Page by Sherman Dorn http://www.coedu.usf.edu/~dorn/tutorials/plagiarism/plagiarism.htm
USING THE INTERNET AS A RESOURCE FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH AND WRITING
Roger A. Griffin, Ph.D. http://www2.austin.cc.tx.us/history/inres00title.html
READING, WRITING, AND RESEARCHING FOR HISTORY: A GUIDE FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

http://academic.bowdoin.edu/WritingGuides/
A Student's Online Guide to Writing History by Jules Benjamin 
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/history/benjamin/
Voice of the Shuttle (Excellent Collection of Links)
http://vos.ucsb.edu/index-netscape.asp 

A Student's Guide to the Study of History 
http://www.historyguide.org/guide/guide.html 

Guide to Writing History Essays (Excellent Resource) 
http://academic.bowdoin.edu/WritingGuides/ 

Using Historical Sources (Excellent Guidelines) 
http://campus.northpark.edu/history/Classes/Basics/UsingSources.html 
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