Scholarly Monograph/Book Review Exercise

Fall 2003

HIS 290WE: Historiography

WF 11:00-12:15—Room SB 106

Due Friday, September 26

Name: __________________________________________________________

Assignment: Find scholarly monographs and scholarly book reviews related to your topic/your area of interest.

What is a scholarly monograph? It is a book written on a specific subject [usually] by a single author. It is not a collection of essays edited by an author, not a memoir by someone who took part in the events, not a collection of documents (primary sources) edited by an author, and not a general history of Russia in any given period. Scholarly monographs [usually] have numbered footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography or bibliographical essay. 

How to Find Scholarly Monographs? Pay ATTENTION at the Library Tour. Also See Brundage, Going to the Sources, pp. 48-53, 20-22, 28-47; Howell & Prevenier, From Reliable Sources, pp. 151-195.

1) Using the library's on-line catalog, find a book in the library's "stacks" that is either entirely about or has a chapter about your topic. Find the book and photocopy its title page and/or the title page of the specific chapter on the topic that you have selected. Fill out the following information:

Your topic:________________________________________________ 


Name of book:______________________________________________________


Name of author:____________________________________________________


City of publisher:____________________________________________________


Publisher: _________________________________________________________


Date of publication: _______________________


A) Use the America: History & Life or Historical Abstracts (ABC-Clio) database to find at least one book review of the above monograph.

Author of Review:_________________________________________________


Journal Title: ________________________________________________

Date: ______________________ volume # __________  pages _________

B) If the SSC Library owns the journal copy the book review. If the SSC Library does not own the journal order it on ILL.

2) Use the library's on-line data bases to find  a book related to your topic that is owned by another library. Fill out the following information:

Name of book:______________________________________________________


Name of author:____________________________________________________


City of publisher:_______________________________________________


Publisher: ________________________________________________________


Date of publication: _______________________


Library that owns the book: ____________________________________________

Book call number: ___________________________________________________

A) Order the book on interlibrary loan (ILL) and make a photocopy of the ILL order and attach it to these pages.

B) Use the America: History & Life or Historical Abstracts (ABC-Clio) database to find at least one book review of the above monograph.

Author of Review:_________________________________________________


Journal Title: ________________________________________________

Date: ______________________ volume # __________  pages _________

C) If the SSC Library owns the journal copy the book review. If the SSC Library does not own the journal order it on ILL.

3) Anthony Brundage (p. 51) suggests that “at this point you would be well  advised to look at some impressive recent scholarly book on the subject to see which secondary sources that author considers important.” Find an “impressive recent scholarly book” on your subject; consult the end/footnotes and/or bibliography; list three books on your topic cited in the notes/biblio (use the correct Turabian bibliographic format):

A) ____________________________________________________________

B) ____________________________________________________________

C) ____________________________________________________________

4) Choose one of the above books and answer the following questions:

A) Type out a bibliographical citation (not a footnote or endnote citation) for your book using the form outlined in Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers. The form must be precisely correct. 

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

B) Does the book have an index?

a.  Is the index slightly or extensively cross-referenced or is it not cross-referenced at all? (If you do not know what cross-referencing is, do some research and find out.) 

C) How is the bibliography of the book organized? 

a. Is it annotated? 

D) Since your chosen book must have footnotes or endnotes, approximately what percentage of the sources the author cites in her/his notes are primary? 

a. What percentage are secondary? 

b. Did your author consult archives or depend entirely on printed works s/he could find in a library? 

E) Who read all or part of the book prior to its publication to check it for mistakes?

F) What do you know about the author of the book? 

G) Where did you find information about the author?

H) What organization if any supported the author with money to do the research and/or writing of the book?

I) Is the book the most recent in the field?

J) Choose a chapter. 

a. "The main subject of this chapter is” [do not include any words from the chapter title in your description]:

b. "The author's purpose in this chapter is to argue that" 

c. "One key piece of evidence that the author uses to support his/her case is" [Only list one piece of relevant evidence.]:

K) What did this book teach you that you did not already know about your topic?

L) Was the book’s argument convincing? Well-supported? (I do not care whether you found it well-written or interesting. Since you chose it, I assume it was interesting to you. Otherwise, you should not have chosen it.) 

M) Did the book’s reviewer mostly summarize the book or did s/he evaluate it critically? 

a. Did s/he agree with the author's interpretation? Why or why not? 

b. Did s/he have criticisms? What were they? 

c. Do you find the reviewer's criticisms, if any, germane to the author's arguments or peripheral? 

d. Do you agree with the reviewer's assessment? Why or why not? 

Note about book reviews: Finding high quality reviews can in some instances prove difficult. There are many reference works that will help you in addition to the above America: History & Life or Historical Abstracts (ABC-Clio) database. The more common resources are the Book Review Digest [SSC Library has v.1:no.-1 (1905)-v.95:no.-1 (1999) Shelved in index areas; also available on FirstSearch], the Book Reviews Index [SSC Library has v.1 (1965)- Shelved in index areas; #4 is annual cumulation. Per. Rm. Z 1035 .A1 B6], Index to Book Reviews in the Humanities [Print Index: 1960 – 1990 Shelved in index area], Survey of Contemporary Literature [Print: 1954 – 1976 Location:  Ref. PN 44 .M34 1977] and the Readers Guide to Periodical Literature [Shelved in index area]. The New York Review of Books, The Times Literary Supplement, and The New York Times Book Review are among the most prestigious and widely-read journals that typically review history books, but there are many more. For more strictly scholarly books the following are useful: The American Historical Review, and The Journal of Modern History. (All of these journals have cumulative indexes, which is sometimes the quickest way to find a given review.)

Finding book reviews on the Internet, using a search engine like google.com, can sometimes work for recent books (published in the last five years), but usually there will be too many false hits, and, more of a problem, the reviews one might find in that way can be unreliable. Reliable guidelines for what are acceptable and unacceptable book reviews are difficult to establish; if in doubt, ask me. Note that amazon.com and other on-line bookstores have “readers reviews,” which may be interesting but cannot be considered professional book reviews and are not acceptable for this assignment (amazon.com does sometimes include professional reviews, and, again, it may difficult for a student to recognize the difference; ask if in doubt).

To learn about the author of a scholarly monograph a search for an author webpage may yield results, sometimes publishers include biographies about the authors of books they publish. You may wish to consult Biography Index [SSC Library has v.1: (1946)-v.20: (1995) Also available on FirstSearch. Per. Rm. Z 5301 .B5], Directory of American Scholars [Location: LA 2311 .C32], and National Faculty Directory [Latest edition shelved in Ref. L901.N34. All older editions shelved in stacks].

For information on how to cite material see:

Turabian, A Manual for Writers, see chapters 8, 9, and 11

Brundage, Going to the Sources, pp. 98-100

For a comparison of MLA and Chicago Manual Style (Turabian) see The Rowman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources, pp. 42-44

Several example references are available for Turabian online at http://www.bridgew.edu/depts/maxwell/turabian.htm.
Citing Electronic Information in History Papers by Maurice Crouse
Department of History, The University of Memphis http://cas.memphis.edu/~mcrouse/elcite.html
A BRIEF CITATION GUIDE FOR INTERNET SOURCES IN HISTORY AND THE HUMANITIES (Version 2.1) http://www2.h-net.msu.edu/~africa/citation.html
Citing Internet Resources http://www.arts.ouc.bc.ca/hist/citresou.html
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