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HIS 290: Historiography: Historiographical Essay Grading Rubric

5 = excellent;  4 = good; 3 = average; 2 = weak but acceptable; 1 = unacceptable

	Structure:  
	Score
	Comments

	1. specific historiography questions clearly defined 


	
	

	2. outlines past and current historical interpretations


	
	

	3. organized into sections that present themes or identify trends, not a list summarizing each work


	
	

	4. presents the major historians on the topic


	
	

	5. clear conclusion


	
	


	Argument:  
	Score
	Comments

	6. reviews topic treatment in general works on the broader period/topic


	
	

	7. compares historians’ interpretations 

	
	

	8. explains how historiography of topic has changed over time


	
	

	9. identifies social, economic, political and technological factors that influenced historians 
	
	

	10. all statements supported by evidence


	
	

	11. integration of quoted material into sentences


	
	

	12. familiarity with theoretical perspectives


	
	

	13. originality
	
	


	Sources:  
	Score
	Comments

	15. selections of material wide and relevant


	
	

	16. utilizes at least 5 scholarly journal articles; utilizes at least 5 scholarly monographs


	
	

	17. uses general works on the broader period or topic


	
	


	Mechanics: 
	Score
	Comments

	18. sentence structure and grammar excellent; minimal to no spelling errors
	
	

	19. correct bibliographical format; correct foot/endnote format; all sources properly referenced

	
	

	20. adheres to paper requirements—length, double-spaced, title page, etc


	
	


	Improvement: 
	Score
	Comments

	23. final paper showed great improvement over previous drafts (worth 10 pts)
	
	


