HIS 290: Historiography

Fall 2003

Journal Exercise

Wednesday, October 8, 2003: DUE

Name: __________________________________________________________

Assignment: Find scholarly journals and scholarly articles related to your topic/your area of interest. Read: Brundage, Going to the Sources, pp. 16-47, esp. 23-25, 37-42; Review Turabian, pp. ; Howell & Prevenier, From Reliable Sources, pp. 151-186.

What is a scholarly article: The following criteria come from University of North Florida Library http://www.unf.edu/library/guides/scholarlyjournal.html

Your article is most likely in a scholarly journal if it meets most of the following criteria: 
· you found it using a specialized subject index or database (America: History & Life or PsycLit) instead of a general index (InfoTrac Onefile or General Academic or LexisNexis) 

· it presents research from a particular field 

· it has footnotes or references or a bibliography 

· it looks very businesslike - usually no glossy ads or pictures. It could have graphs or drawings 

· it is written by an author or group of authors who are specialists in their field 

How to Find Scholarly Journals or Articles? 

· Browse the shelves in SSC Library Current Periodicals Room on the Second Floor or look in the stacks adjacent to the Current Periodicals Room

· OR: Use the “Find Periodicals” link on the SSC Library Webpage. 

1) Choose a scholarly journal to which the SSC Library has (or until recently had) a current subscription.  Do NOT select an electronic journal. List five scholarly journals you would expect to contain articles related to your topic.

a. ______________________________________________________

b. ______________________________________________________

c. ______________________________________________________

d. ______________________________________________________

e. ______________________________________________________

2) Use the America: History & Life or Historical Abstracts (ABC-Clio) database to find one journal article in English on your topic.

Your topic:________________________________________________ 


Author:______________________________________________________


Title of article: ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Citation (journal title, date, volume #, issue #, pages): _________________

__________________________________________________________

Subject headings:______________________________________________

ISSN (International Standard Serial Number): ________________________

Entry number: ________________________________________________ 

3) Use the library's on-line databases (It does not have to be the ABC-Clio databases) to find a journal article on your topic. The article must be more than 10 pages long and it cannot be a book review!  It must be a research article. Fill out the following information:

Name of author:____________________________________________________


Title of the article: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


Citation (journal title, date, volume #, issue #, pages): _______________________

________________________________________________________________

4) Use the library's on-line databases to find a journal article on your topic. The article must be published before the year 2000.  It must be more than 10 pages long and it cannot be a book review!  It must be a research article. Find the article in the "stacks" of the library and photocopy the first page of the article and attach. Fill out the following information:

Name of author:____________________________________________________


Title of article: ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Citation (journal title, date, volume #, issue #, pages): _________________

__________________________________________________________

5) Use the library's on-line databases to find a journal article on your topic. Choose an article from a journal the library does not own and that is not available in full text format online. It must be a research article. Fill out the following information:

Name of author:____________________________________________________


Title of article: ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Citation (journal title, date, volume #, issue #, pages): _________________

__________________________________________________________

6) Order the article from #5 on interlibrary loan (ILL) make a photocopy of the ILL order and attach it to these pages.

7) Journal Précis: Using one of the articles above to answer the following questions:

Article citation written in correct Turabian bibliographic form: ____________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
Summarize the article (Indicate what the article is about, the major points of the research or argument and the author's conclusions. Note unusual findings): ______

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Reason(s) for choosing the article: ): _______________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Utility or usefulness of article.

Is the research or discussion useful? To Whom? How? Where? Why? _______________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Why did the author(s) do this article? ______________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Criticism (Good and Bad) 

Are terms clearly defined? _________________

Are the conclusions valid, e.g. can you offer explanations for the findings other than those given by the author(s)? ____________________________

____________________________________________________________

Does the article reflect a particular point of view? Is it a bias? Does the viewpoint color the conclusions? _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

For information on how to cite material see:

Turabian, A Manual for Writers, see chapters 8, 9, and 11

Brundage, Going to the Sources, pp. 98-100

For a comparison of MLA and Chicago Manual Style (Turabian) see The Rowman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources, pp. 42-44

Several example references are available for Turabian online at http://www.bridgew.edu/depts/maxwell/turabian.htm.
Citing Electronic Information in History Papers by Maurice Crouse
Department of History, The University of Memphis http://cas.memphis.edu/~mcrouse/elcite.html
A BRIEF CITATION GUIDE FOR INTERNET SOURCES IN HISTORY AND THE HUMANITIES (Version 2.1) http://www2.h-net.msu.edu/~africa/citation.html
