Syllabus Fall 2003

“Before you study the history, study the historian… Before you study the historian, study his historical and social environment.”—E. H. Carr
HIS 290: Historiography: Writing Enhanced

WF 11:00-12:15—Room SB 106

FINAL EXAM: Thursday, December 18, 2003, 2:30-4:30pm

Professor Gayle V. Fischer
Office: SB 109B; Office Hours: . 

Office Hours whenever I am in my office and available--Open Door Policy

also by appt
978/542-6399

gayle.fischer@salemstate.edu
www.salemstate.edu/~gfischer
First Things First!!!
Before you can begin to write anything this semester, you need to select a topic. For this class, you need to find a topic that “itches.” Think of something you wonder about—something you know a little about and want to know more about. This is your opportunity to explore that topic and get credit for it. As the centerpiece of the semester's work, each student will choose a topic or time period of her or his choice, and gain a degree of mastery over the historiography of that topic or period.

NEXT!!!

Our FINAL EXAM is scheduled for Thursday, December 18, 2003, 2:30-4:30pm mark this date and time in your calendars Now—plan vacations, doctor’s appointments, whatever around this date and time. Failure to attend the scheduled examination will result in your final grade being lowered dramatically.

ANOTHER IMPORTANT NOTE!!!
If you do not have a library card or an I.D. that allows you to use the SSC Library resources--GET ONE. You will not be able to write thoroughly researched historiographical essay without using Inter-Library Loan or some of the online resources--both of these services are available only to SSC students and library patrons. GET A LIBRARY CARD IMMEDIATELY.

Introduction: Asking Questions: History in a learning environment is about both activities and content. We cannot talk about “method” or historiography abstractly, but must embed it in material.  Although you may not realize it, EVERY history course is about method and material. In Historiography, the balance is weighted toward developing your own method. In most other history courses, the balance is weighted towards content. We have to DO history, and asking questions is the point of departure. What do historians do? How do they do what they do? For what reasons do they do the things they do? These questions are at the heart of this course and by the end of the term it is my hope that each of you will have developed your own answers for each one. While not all of you plan to become professional historians, understanding and mastering for yourselves the intellectual skills historians use will serve you well as history majors and in whatever future direction you may choose to pursue in life.  

Learning Objectives: This course is designed to make those who take it better writers, communicators, and more analytical thinkers.  It will accomplish this through study of how historians think, read, and study about the past, as well as how they express the fruit of these pursuits in written form.  As the centerpiece of the semester's work, each student will choose a topic or time period of her or his choice, and gain a degree of mastery over the historiography of that topic or period. Each student will prepare an historiographic essay. 

The Nitty Gritty Stuff: In general this will be a practical course driven by particular exercises and projects as opposed to a course whose focus is on mastering a body of knowledge about a particular time and place (e.g. the English Civil War or the Great Depression era). Together we will familiarize ourselves with the breadth and depth of historical studies.  As we progress through the semester we will tackle a variety of kinds of writing. We will work on is a series of short papers intended to enhance your research habits and writing skills—including especially properly attributing sources using footnotes and a bibliography. Related to these short papers is the historiographical essay, of which you will write one this semester. This kind of essay involves an analysis not just of one book but of the major perspectives pertaining to a particular major question or problem with which historians have been grappling. This may seem like a lot of work—it is—but if you succeed in this class I can almost guarantee that you will find it much easier to navigate all the other history classes you will be taking as a history major.
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Required Reading 

The books are available at SSC Bookstore. Also check your favorite online booksellers—many of these books can be found used at incredibly cheap prices. However, since you will probably want to keep these books long after this class is over, it is probably a good idea to make the investment and purchase new books that you can have the pleasure of marking up yourself. There will also be additional readings as listed in the course schedule.

· James P. Davis, The Rowman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources 
· Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations

· Martha Howell & Walter Prevenier, From Reliable Sources
· Linda Symcox, Whose History? The Struggle for National Standards in American Classrooms

· Anthony Brundage, Going to the Sources

· Eric Schlosser, Fast Food Nation

· I encourage you to purchase a dictionary along the lines of The New Oxford American Dictionary, you will find this to be a helpful tool and will find yourself using it for more than spell checking
The Assignments:  Much of this course is organized around a series of written assignments.  These assignments are designed to help you to read carefully, to think critically about what you have read, to organize your own thoughts and to communicate those thoughts effectively.  Think of the individual assignments as building blocks.  They are organized so to assist you in writing the final product of the course, a well-written historiographical essay. The Assignment Instruction Sheet has the details.

Discussion/Participation/Attendance: This may seem like a small thing and something unrelated to the real stuff (passing the exams and hammering out the papers). I cannot stress enough, however, that participation in discussion will count in your grade.  

Midterm and Final Examinations: The exams will focus on the skills you are acquiring in this class and will test your ability to note sources, create a bibliography, identify different historical schools of thought, etc.  Information from the various class readings will also be included on the exams. The best way to prepare for the exams is to come to class and to complete all of the assignments. The final exam will be comprehensive. Questions may include: How would you decide if a secondary source should be included in the historiographic section of your research paper?  Why are historiographic essays written?  How do book reviews and review essays differ from articles written from primary sources?  Why do historical interpretations change over time?  What is the “new” social history? Identify/Define: Leopold von Ranke (1795-1886); Annales School of Historical Writing; Fact; Zeitgeist; Michel Foucault.

The Historiographical Essay: The Biggie. See separate assignment sheet for all the details. 

Assignment



      




Deadline 
Points 

In-Class Exercise #1
    





           9/3    

 5 
Exercise #1A


    


                                 9/5       
 5 
Exercise #2 What is a Fact?     




           9/10
           15
Exercise 3: National History Standards Footnote

           9/12       
15 
Exercise #4: Point of View                  



           9/17       
15
Topic Essay                               




           9/19

  5 
Scholarly Monograph/Book Review Exercise


           9/26

30 
Scholarly Journal Exercise






10/10

30 
Bibliographic Essay/Annotated Biblio #1




10/17

30
Midterm Examination






10/29

 50

Essay/Annotated Biblio #2






11/5

30
Table of Contents






           11/12 

 10
First Draft of Historiographical Paper



           11/19 

50

Final Draft of Historiographical Paper



           12/3 

100
Portfolio 








12/3

30
Presentations 









  5

Final Examination






  
12/18
 
50
Discussion/Participation/Attendance






50

Total Number of Points    

525 
525-499=A; 498-472=A-; 471-462=B+; 461-441=B; 440-420=B-; 419-409=C+; 408-388=C; 387-367=C-; 366-315=D; 314-0=F

Equal Access Statement: "Salem State College is committed to providing equal access to the educational experience for all students in compliance with Section 504 of  The Rehabilitation Act and The Americans with Disabilities Act and to providing all reasonable academic accommodations, aids and adjustments.  Any student who has a documented disability requiring an accommodation, aid or adjustment should speak with the instructor immediately.  Students with Disabilities who have not previously done so should provide documentation to and schedule an appointment with the Office for Students with Disabilities and obtain appropriate services."

A Hearing Impaired Professor: I am hearing impaired. Because of this impairment I wear two hearing aids. However, I also need you to speak clearly in class, perhaps a hair louder than your usual volume, and please do not cover your mouth when you speak. I’ve learned to live with this impairment but it can still embarrass me. The most embarrassing thing is when I think I’ve heard someone say something that they didn’t say and I start talking and everyone around me is clueless about what I am talking about. If you find that I’m going off in some weird direction please let me know, chances are I misunderstood something someone said. It is more embarrassing for me to keep talking than to have you correct me. Please be patient if I ask you to repeat yourself two, three, even four times—some days it is harder to hear than others.

Incompletes: I will NOT give incompletes. I will calculate your final grade based on the work submitted to date.
Good Manners in an Academic Environment: Ordinary courtesy should apply in an academic setting as well as in any other. In particular, polite behavior in an academic environment requires attention to the needs of everyone involved in a course or other program. Good manners are frequently violated by persons who disrupt class sessions without intending to do so. For example:

· arriving late for a class meeting. If entering late is unavoidable, it is important to get in and get seated as quickly and as quietly as possible. Entering quietly through a rear door is less disruptive than entering from the front. Do not delay class even more by explaining your tardiness. Wait until class is over. Then, however, an apology and an explanation are mandatory.

· walking out during a class meeting. In an emergency, of course, leaving is not discourteous. If the need to leave is anticipated before the class begins, the student should so advise the instructor. In addition, it is considerate to take a seat near the door, to minimize the disruption caused by leaving and returning.

· carrying on a private conversation while class is in session. This is particularly irritating to your instructor.

· sighing or yawning noisily while class is in session.

· sleeping during a class session. If you have not gotten enough sleep the night before to remain awake, go to bed, not to class.

· allowing a beeper or cell phone to sound during a class session.

The basic notion is quite simple: Avoid doing anything that will interrupt the class or distract your fellow students or your instructor.

Schedule of Readings, Assignments, and Activities

This schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.

No matter what the written assignment ALWAYS cite your sources correctly.

For better or worse, I think one of the things I am supposed to do is challenge and even upset students. Not because unhappiness is good in and of itself. Far from it. But, increasingly, Americans are a people without history, with only memory, which means a people poorly prepared for what is inevitable about life -- tragedy, sadness, moral ambiguity -- and, therefore, a people reluctant to engage difficult ethical issues. Consumer culture is mostly about denial, about forgetting the past, except insofar as the past is pleasant and, thus, marketable. As historians, we occupy one tiny space where the richness of the past is kept alive, where its complexity is acknowledged and studied, where competing voices can still be heard. One of the most important things historians do is to bear witness to the past, including its horrors, in order to battle the amnesia that would sweep away all that is difficult or repugnant. The distinction between history and memory -- that is, the distinction between knowledge of painful things, painfully arrived at, and notions of the past that flatter us with easy myths or cheap emotions -- is at the heart of our enterprise. -Elliott J. Gorn
Week 1: 

	Wednesday, 

September 3, 2003
	
	· Introduction to Course

· In-class exercise #1

	Friday, 

September 5, 2003
	
	· Exercise 1A

· Read Linda Symcox, Whose History? The Struggle for National Standards in American Classrooms pp. xi-xii, 1-96


“Societies reconstruct their pasts rather than faithfully record them and do so with the needs of contemporary culture in mind.”  -Michael Kammen-

Week 2: 

	Wednesday, 

September 10, 2003
	
	· Exercise #2: What is a Fact? DUE

	Friday,

September 12, 2003
	
	· Read: Linda Symcox, Whose History? The Struggle for National Standards in American Classrooms, pp. 97-228
· Exercise #3


 “So very difficult a matter is it to trace and find out the truth of anything by history.”—Plutarch

Week 3: 

	Wednesday, 

September 17, 2003
	
	· Exercise 4: Point of View DUE

	Friday,

September 19, 2003
	
	· Topic Essay Due
· Read: Going to the Sources, pp. 48-53
· Mandatory Library Tour

· 15 points will be deducted from your final grade if you miss the library tour.


“History never embraces more than a small part of reality.”—La Rochefoucauld
Week 4: 

	Wednesday, 

September 24, 2003
	
	· A Definition of History
· Read: From Reliable Sources, Introduction

	Friday,

September 26, 2003
	
	· Scholarly Monograph/Book Review Exercise DUE


“Respect for tradition leads people to reconstruct the past as they considered it ought to have been.” 

Marc Bloch
Week 5: 

	Wednesday, 

October 1, 2003
	
	· Problems in the Study of History

· Read: Going to the Sources, “Engaging with Primary Sources,” 68-86;  From Reliable Sources, Chapter 1, "The Source: The Basis of Our Knowledge About the Past," 17-42; 

· Recommended Reading: From Reliable Sources, Chapter2, “Technical Analysis of Sources”

	Friday

October 3, 2003
	
	· Mandatory Library Tour

· 15 points will be deducted from your final grade if you miss the library tour.


 “The twilight zone that lies between living memory and written history is one of the favorite breeding places of mythology.”  -C. Vann Woodward-
Week 6: 

	Wednesday, 

October 8, 2003
	
	Philosophies of History

Read: From Reliable Sources, Chapter 5, “The Nature of Historical Knowledge”

	Friday

October 10, 2003
	
	Scholarly Journal Exercise Due


The value of history is, indeed, not scientific but moral: by liberalizing the mind, by deepening the sympathies, by fortifying the will, it enables us to control, not society, but ourselves -- a much more important thing; it prepares us to live more humanely in the present and to meet rather than to foretell the future."
-- Carl Becker
Week 7:  

	Wednesday, 

October 15, 2003
	
	Historiography: The beginning

	Friday

October 17, 2003
	
	Bibliographic Essay and Annotated Bibliography DUE


"This history of Herodotus lays stress on the weakness of Persia. This history is indeed what we should now call propaganda propaganda for Greece to unite and conquer Persia." H. G. Wells
Week 8:
	Wednesday, 

October 22, 2003
	
	Historiography: The Modern Age

	Friday

October 24, 2003
	
	Historiography: Recent Times

Read: From Reliable Sources, Chapter IV, “New Interpretative Approaches,” and Going to the Sources, Chapter one, “The Ever-Changing Shape…” and Conclusion “The Open-Ended Nature…”


“What does exist are historians writing upon different levels and at different distances, historians writing with different aims and different intentions, historians writing in different contexts and from different points of view.”--Patrick Gardiner
Week 9:  

	Wednesday, 

October 29, 2003
	
	Midterm Examination

	Friday

October 31, 2003
	
	Historical Evidence

READ: The Rowman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources, pp. 1-10; Brundage, Going to the Sources, pp. 54-67


“The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles.” Karl Marx

Week 10:  

	Wednesday

November 5, 2003
	
	The Historian and Her Work

Essay and Annotated Bibliography #2 DUE

	Friday

November 7, 2003
	
	Explanation and History

READ: The Rowman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources, pp. 11-18


"A historiographic essay is one in which you, acting as a historian, study the work of other historians. When you write a historiographic essay, you identify, compare, and evaluate the viewpoints of two or more historians writing on the same subject." –Mary Lynn Rampolla
Week 11:  

	Wednesday

November 12, 2003
	
	Speculation in History

· “Table of Contents” DUE 
· READ: The Rowman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources, pp. 19-32

	Friday

November 14, 2003


	
	History and Related Studies

READ: The Rowman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources, pp. 33-46


"Only a good-for-nothing is not interested in his past." Sigmund Freud
Week 12:  

	Wednesday

November 19, 2003
	
	First Draft of Historiography papers due bring two copies; 



	Friday

November 21, 2003
	
	· Consultations


"Give me a stock clerk with a goal and I'll give you a man who will make history. Give me a man with no goals and I'll give you a stock clerk." --J.C. Penney
Week 13:  

	Wednesday

November 26, 2003
	
	· Advising/Reading Day

	Friday

November 28, 2003
	
	· Thanksgiving Break


"The historian does simply not come in to replenish the gaps of memory. He constantly challenges even those memories that have survived intact." -- Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi
Week 14:  

	Wednesday

December 3, 2003
	
	Final Draft of Historiographical Essay DUE

Portfolio DUE

Presentations

	Friday

December 5, 2003
	
	Presentations


"Each age tries to form its own conception of the past. Each age writes the history of the past anew with reference to the conditions uppermost in its own time." Frederick Jackson Turner
Week 15:  

	Wednesday

December 10, 2003
	
	Reading Day




"Genuine historical knowledge requires nobility of character, a profound understanding of human existence -- not detachment and objectivity." -- Friedrich Nietzsche
Final Exam Week:  

	FINAL EXAM: Thursday, December 18, 2003, 

2:30-4:30pm


Some Information You Might Find Helpful

Information and Strategies for getting the most out of Course Readings: 

Dr. Susan Williams, Fitchburg State College http://falcon.fsc.edu/%7Eswilliams/hist1400/dais.htm
Guide to Grammar and Writing http://cctc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm
How to read a book http://www.si.umich.edu/%7Epne/read.a.book.htm
Why Become a Historian? http://www.theaha.org/pubs/why/blackeyintro.htm
Historians and Philosophers http://www.scholiast.org/history/histphil.html
Elements of Style by William Strunk http://www.bartleby.com/141/index.html
Plagiarism Page by Sherman Dorn http://www.coedu.usf.edu/~dorn/tutorials/plagiarism/plagiarism.htm
USING THE INTERNET AS A RESOURCE FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH AND WRITING
Roger A. Griffin, Ph.D. http://www2.austin.cc.tx.us/history/inres00title.html
READING, WRITING, AND RESEARCHING FOR HISTORY: A GUIDE FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS http://academic.bowdoin.edu/WritingGuides/
A Student's Online Guide to Writing History by Jules Benjamin http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/history/benjamin/
A Student's Guide to the Study of History http://www.historyguide.org/guide/guide.html 

Using Historical Sources http://campus.northpark.edu/history/Classes/Basics/UsingSources.html 

Common errors in English http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~brians/errors/index.html
PAGE  
8

