Final Project on a Debate or Controversy Related to Sexuality post-1940

THE HISTORY OF SEXUALITY

HIS311: Problems in American History; Fall 2003

MWF 12:30-1:20

Value: 40% of your course grade

Final Exam: Tuesday December 16, 2003, 8:30am-10:30am
Final Project on a Debate or Controversy Related to Sexuality post-1940 (other than sex education): There have been any number of public controversies over sexuality since 1940—gay rights, pornography, abortion, sexuality in the arts, sexual harassment in the workplace, the judicial system and sex crimes, to name just a few. If you wish to pursue a topic earlier than 1940, talk to me.

The final project is a poster project and asks you, as a historian, to provide insight into one of these controversies by choosing a small set of illuminating primary sources and placing them in historical context. Imagine that you are addressing not your professor but instead an interested public audience. What do you think they need to know about the history of this issue to help them understand it? 

The final project is comprised of 5 graded parts: 

1. a preliminary poster proposal

2. a statement of significance

3. a bibliography of sources

4. a research process paper 

5. a poster (a display).

Project is due Final Exam: Tuesday December 16, 2003, 8:30am-10:30am. You may do this as a group project; if so, please see me to discuss it. Note that I will give a single grade to the entire group. (40% of final grade)

Part 1: Preliminary Poster Proposal -- DUE: Monday, October 27, 2003

Your preliminary poster proposal should be no more than a paragraph or two explaining your topic and why you have chosen it. The proposal should be accompanied by a list of 2 possible secondary sources (either books or scholarly journal articles) and 2 possible primary sources cited in the Chicago Manual of Style format dealing with your topic. 

Part 2: Statement of Significance – DUE: Monday, November 10, 2003

The statement of significance should be two to three paragraphs. It should include a thesis that makes an argument about your research topic and explain the historical significance of your topic and argument. You want to answer the "so what" question -- why should someone interested in the history of US sexuality be interested in your research topic and thesis? This statement should be carefully crafted since it will be the centerpiece of your poster. 

Part 3: Bibliography of Sources – DUE: Monday, November 24, 2003

The bibliography must be in the Chicago Manual of Style format. The bibliography must include:

a. 4 secondary sources including at least 1 book (or book chapter) and 2 scholarly journal articles

b. 5 primary sources including at least 1 newspaper or magazine article, 1 personal narrative (diary, letter, memoir, oral history, etc.)—at least two of the primary sources must be available from the SSC Library and getting a source off the Internet while in the library does not count, for example a NY Times article from the 1940s would be available in the SSC Library on microfilm—attach evidence that this source is available at the SSC Library (or your local library—it must be “hard” evidence not cyber evidence).

Part 4: Research Process Paper DUE Monday, December 8, 2003

A research process paper is a description of no more than 500 words explaining how you conducted your research and created and developed your poster. The process paper should include the following sections: 

1) how you went about researching the topic; 

2) most useful research tools and strategies

3) a thoughtful discussion of your research process -- what went well, not so well, did you hit roadblocks, how did you overcome them, would you do things differently, did your process for this project differ from your previous research experiences, what material was easiest to find, most difficult, etc. 

Part 5: Poster Session  DUE Final Exam: Tuesday December 16, 2003, 8:30am-10:30am

The final project will be presented on a 36" X 48" display board. Most display boards are of a 3-panel configuration and the traditional way to setup this type of board is:

	Left Panel 

Purpose
Problem
Procedure
	Center Panel
Title
Illustrations/Photos
Graphs/Charts
	Right Panel 

Results
Conclusion



You will display your posters and comment on those of your classmates during the final exam period. Your poster should include: 

a. A title and your name displayed on the top of your poster 

b. Statement of significance 

c. Evidence supporting your statement. 

a. You can include copies of primary sources, excerpts from primary and secondary sources and images. The quotations, images and prose should support your thesis. 

b. Written material should be concise. Save unessential but helpful or interesting secondary points for discussion with your viewers. Feel free to bring relevant supplemental materials, such as articles, handouts, or other materials, to give to viewers. 

c. Emphasize graphical elements where appropriate and when possible. Images, graphs and tables are particularly eye-catching at poster sessions. 

d. Simplicity and legibility are more important than artistic embellishments. For example, some color combinations may look good, but are difficult to read. 

Final Note: You may want to think about saving your poster and displaying it at the Undergraduate Research Symposium held at the end of the Spring semester.

