Syllabus

THE HISTORY OF SEXUALITY

HIS311: Problems in American History; Fall 2003

MWF 12:30-1:20

Final Exam: Tuesday December 16, 2003, 8:30am-10:30am

Professor Gayle V. Fischer

Web Page: www.salemstate.edu/~gfischer

Office Hours: I am available to you at any reasonable hour, so please feel free to contact me with any problem or question that might arise.  My office is located in Sullivan Building, room 109B.  I will be available in my office for consultations on                   . I am also available to meet with you at other times with an appointment, or you are always welcome to try stopping by.  My office number is 978/542-6399. My e-mail address: gayle.fischer@salemstate.edu.

Course Description: This is a chronological and thematic survey in which we will examine how sexual behaviors and attitudes have changed over time. To explore what is, after all, a large and wide-ranging topic, I have organized the course around two general questions that are of particular interest to historians of sexuality:

· How do we find out about, and then interpret, something as elusive and intimate as sexuality in the past? What kinds of sources have historians found, and what kinds of methods have they employed to analyze them? In other words, what can we know and how do we know it?

· How do we make sense of the diversity of sexual behaviors and attitudes in the past? How have factors such as gender, race, ethnicity, class, religion, etc. affected differing sexual ideologies and actions – and vice versa?

Skills: Like all history classes, this history course requires a good deal of reading and writing. An underlying philosophy of the course is that the analytical skills you practice through that reading and writing will continue to be useful to you whether or not you ever take another history class. I will offer you practical advice to help you steadily improve over the course of the semester, in particular in the skills of:

· reading carefully and efficiently so as to understand an author’s main points and to remember important information; 

· writing clearly and logically so as to convince readers of the validity of your interpretation of the facts.

Readings: Our main activity during class time will be discussing a variety of secondary and primary texts. Most of these will be found in Major Problems in the History of American Sexuality, available at the SSC bookstore on central campus. We will also read Pink Think, available at the SSC bookstore. Please note that some of the course readings use sexually explicit language, in the conventional sense of that phrase.
Grades: 

Final Project: 40%

W/F Letters: 30%

In-class Writing: 15%

Attendance and Participation: 15%

Discussion and Attendance:
The keys to doing well in this course are to participate actively, keep up with the reading, and bring imaginative questions to course materials and discussions. Class meetings will focus on discussion in both small and large groups. To benefit from these sessions you will need to invest considerable time outside of the classroom doing the reading. Active discussion and participation entails attending class every meeting. 

Talking About Sex

Sex is not something we usually talk about in an academic setting; here are some guidelines for making our discussions reasonable, enlightening, and friendly:

· Anyone, myself included, may be embarrassed at times by some questions or discussions about aspects of sexuality. This is normal, expected, and acceptable.

· Everyone has her or his own personal values about sexuality and these will not be the same for everyone in the class. Differences are to be acknowledged and accepted.

· Personal boundaries need to be respected. No one should feel obliged to disclose information about himself or herself, nor about one's personal values.

· Confidentiality: I would like us to agree that personal opinions, values, or information shared in the class not be discussed with others outside of class.
In other words, let's all strive to maintain an open, congenial, and comfortable setting for our academic discussions.

Wednesday/Friday Letters: See separate instruction sheet. 

In-Class Writing: On ten random days I will ask you to do some brief writing in class that I will collect. I might, for example, ask you to take five minutes to respond to a lecture or reading; or I might ask you to analyze a document. You will not know in advance when one of these assignments is coming up. If you are not in class, you do not get credit for that day's writing. In-class writing assignments cannot be made up under any circumstances. I will determine the in-class writing grade by how many of them you turn in and how well you write them. If you complete at least nine you will receive an A; eight will earn a B; seven a C; six a D; and five or fewer an F. You will also receive a letter grade for each in-class assignment. 

Final Project: See separate instruction sheet.

Evaluations: In evaluating your work, I look for: how well you have understood the material and formulated a thoughtful, engaging, and persuasive response; how well you back up your statements with evidence and offer an argument, not simply an opinion; how coherent, clear, and well organized your paper or presentation is; how you use language, with a preference for writing and speaking that is vivid, precise, and grammatically correct. Students are required to complete all assignments to pass the course. Improvement over time will be taken into consideration in determining course grades.

Academic Integrity: Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. The work you submit for this course must be completely your own. All quotations from the words or thoughts of others should be acknowledged in the footnotes to your written assignments. Anything less is stealing. Be forewarned: I consider cheating to be a very serious and utterly avoidable offense. Expect no leniency from me in cases of suspected cheating/plagiarism. If you are not sure what plagiarism is look at the Web Page "How Not to Plagiarize" (http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html) from the University of Toronto.

Equal Access Statement: "Salem State College is committed to providing equal access to the educational experience for all students in compliance with Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act and The Americans with Disabilities Act and to providing all reasonable academic accommodations, aids and adjustments.  Any student who has a documented disability requiring an accommodation, aid or adjustment should speak with the instructor immediately.  Students with Disabilities who have not previously done so should provide documentation to and schedule an appointment with the Office for Students with Disabilities and obtain appropriate services."

A Hearing Impaired Professor: Taking a class with a hearing-impaired professor can be a challenge. However, if you remember a few things there should be no problems. I wear a hearing aid, sometimes two.  When you speak look directly at me.  Do not cover your mouth when speaking. You may have to speak a little louder than usual.  Be patient if I ask you to repeat yourself.  If you think I haven't heard what you said or misunderstood, you are probably right--correct me.  I will be more embarrassed if I am not corrected than if I am.  I thank you for your patience.

Schedule of Readings, Discussion Topics, Assignments, and Activities

Note: The format, readings, and assignments for class are open to change at my discretion. I will announce any changes to you in class.

Week 1: Sexuality in History

	Wednesday

September 3, 2003
	
	Introduction

	Friday

September 5, 2003
	
	READ: Major Problems in the History of American Sexuality, xv-xvii, 1-9, 16-24

Questions to Consider:

1. What sorts of topics have historians of sexuality considered? 

2. What are the differences in how historians approach the history of sexuality?


Week 2: Brave New Worlds: Sexuality in Colonial North America

	Monday

September 8, 2003
	
	READ Major Problems, pp. 26-38

Questions to Consider:

1. What viewpoints do the documents represent?

2. Why were the documents written?
3. How reliable are the documents as records of the sexuality of indigenous people?

4. How did European ideas about sex and gender legitimate sexual aggression in the colonial context? 

	Wednesday

September 10, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 39-56

W/F Letter #1

	Friday

September 11, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 56-68

W/F Letter #2


Week 3: Brave New Worlds: Sexuality in Colonial North America

	Monday

September 15, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 70-80

Questions to Consider:

1. What are the reasons for the different emphases in the Massachusetts laws and the Virginia laws?

2. What does Governor William Bradford’s analysis suggest about the larger anxieties and fears preoccupying the Puritans?
3. Who was Hall? What were others’ views toward Hall? What does this case tell us about gender and sexual identity in the past?

4. Colonial trial records suggest that popular ideas about sexuality were not always the same as the official views expressed by ministers and colonial governors. How did they differ?

	Wednesday

September 17, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 80-92

W/F Letter #3

	Friday

September 19, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 92-105

W/F Letter #4


Week 4: Industrializing America

	Monday

September 22, 2003
	
	Final Project Research

	Wednesday

September 24, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 107-119

Questions to Consider:

1. How did gender and class inequalities mark sexual relations in “troubling ways”?

2. What is the sexual double standard?

3. Why did a new emphasis on individual will and sexual self-control develop?

4. How did the notion that women were passionless relate to the sexual double standard and women’s vulnerability to rape, seduction, and abandonment?
W/F Letter #5

	Friday

September 26, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 131-141

W/F Letter #6

Have you turned in two W/F Letters yet?


Week 5: Industrializing America

	Monday

September 29, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 187-201

Questions to Consider:

1. What was the character of Americans’ intimate relationships, sexual desire, and physicality in the nineteenth century?

2. In what ways did close, same-sex friendships differ from homosexual relationships?

	Wednesday

October 1, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 201-214

W/F Letter #7

	Friday

October 3, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 214-237

W/F Letter #8


Week 6: Industrializing America

	Monday

October 6, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 142-158

Questions to Consider:

1. Account for the simultaneous eroticisation and prohibition of inter-racial sex.

2. How different were slave marriages from the marriages of free people?

3. What role did sexual violence play in the experience of slavery and reconstruction?

4. Discuss the attitudes towards sex in the antebellum American South.

5. How much control did slaves have over their intimate lives?

6. How did black men carry out ideals of manliness?

7. What was “soul murder”?

8. What were the immediate and long-term costs to black people of slavery’s sexual abuse, child neglect, violence, and anger?

	Wednesday

October 8, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 158-173

W/F Letter #9

	Friday

October 10, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 173-185

W/F Letter #10


Week 7: Industrializing America

	Monday

October 13, 2003
	
	Columbus Day Holiday—No Class

	Wednesday

October 15, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 238-252

Questions to Consider:

1. Whose interests were served by the censorship of sexual speech?

2. What do the beliefs of the law’s proponents and opponents tell us about ways of conceiving of sexuality in the late nineteenth century?

3. What forms of birth control were used in the nineteenth century? What effect, if any, did these have on attitudes towards sexuality?

W/F Letter #11

	Friday

October 17, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 252-264

W/F Letter #12


Week 8: Industrializing America

	Monday

October 20, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 273-287

Questions to Consider:

1. Why did many working-class women in the early twentieth century enter prostitution?

2. How did working-class “dating” differ from prostitution?

3. To what extent were working-class women free to make choices about their sexuality?

	Wednesday

October 22, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 287-299

W/F Letter #13

	Friday

October 24, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 299-306

W/F Letter #14


Week 9: Industrializing America

	Monday

October 27, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 308-320

Questions to Consider:

1. Why did feminist ideas disappear from the birth control movement in the 1920s?

2. Why did eugenic ideas strike a chord among many birth control advocates?

3. How did women themselves respond to the different arguments—sexual freedom, economic security, family planning, and “racial betterment”—that informed the birth control movement?
4. Why did birth control advocates meet so much opposition in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries?

Preliminary Poster Proposal DUE

	Wednesday

October 29, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 320-327

W/F Letter #15

	Friday

October 31, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 327-336

W/F Letter #16


Week 10: Modern America

	Monday

November 3, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 337-348

Questions to Consider:

1. Is heterosexuality a historical development that emerged in conjunction with the modern conception of homosexuality? Explain.

2. How did the popular culture of the 1920s and 1930s articulate heterosexual norms and gay identities?

	Wednesday

November 5, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 348-356

W/F Letter #17

Have you turned in at least three more W/F letters?

	Friday

November 7, 2003
	
	Final Project Research


Week 11: Modern America

	Monday

November 10, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 367-384

Questions to Consider:

1. How should we make sense of the wide gap between what Americans did sexually and what they said they did sexually?

2. Were the efforts to channel erotic life toward marital heterosexual norms successful?

3. How did people respond to the volume of information disseminated about homosexuality, trans-sexualism, masturbation, premarital intercourse, and other forms of “deviancy”? 

Statement of Significance DUE

	Wednesday

November 12, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 384-393
W/F Letter #18

	Friday

November 14, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 393- 403

W/F Letter #19


Week 12: Modern America

	Monday

November 17, 2003
	
	READ: Peril, Pink Think: Becoming a Woman in Many Uneasy Lessons, pp. 3-43

Questions to Consider:

1. Do you agree that an idealized feminine identity was marketed to women to get them to buy all sorts of things, from beauty products to toys? Why or why not?
2. Do you agree with Peril that “though we've come a long way baby,” women's lib and the mighty black cocktail dress has not banished Pink Think entirely? Why or why not?
3. What is an ideal woman? What is an ideal man?
4. What does it take to become an ideal woman? What does it take to become an ideal man?

	Wednesday

November 19, 2003
	
	READ: Peril, Pink Think, pp. 43-103

W/F Letter #20

	Friday

November 21, 2003
	
	READ: Peril, Pink Think, pp. 103-163

W/F Letter #21


Week 13: Modern America

	Monday

November 24, 2003
	
	FINISH Peril, Pink Think

Bibliography of Sources DUE

	Wednesday

November 26, 2003
	
	Reading/Advising Day—No Class

	Friday

November 28, 2003
	
	Thanksgiving Recess—No Class


Week 14: Modern America

	Monday

December 1, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 445-460

Questions to Consider:

1. Are diseases transmitted primarily through sexual contact primarily a medical or moral problem?

2. How did social attitudes about sexuality and disease affect the public health response to sexually transmitted diseases?

3. In what ways should the government intervene in sexual behavior?

	Wednesday

December 3, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 460-471

W/F Letter #22

	Friday

December 5, 2003
	
	READ Peiss, Major Problems, pp. 471-483

W/F Letter #23


Week 15: Does Sex Have a History?

	Monday

December 8, 2003
	
	What is the history of sexuality?

Research Process Paper DUE

	Wednesday

December 10, 2003
	
	Reading/Advising Day—No Class


Final Exam: Tuesday December 16, 2003, 8:30am-10:30am
