English 314 – Survey of Journalistic Styles - Syllabus
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Professor Perry Glasser

Office 228 MH

perry.glasser@salemstate.edu
X 7032

ENG 314 Survey of Journalistic Styles 3 credits

A survey of journalistic styles in writing, focusing on the interactions between journalism and literature, as, for example, the relationship between periodical journalism and Addison’s essays, or Boswell’s influence on the writing of popular profiles. Attention will also be

paid to reading current journalistic pieces in a literary context—reviews, plus critical, social, political, ethical, and legal commentary. Writing assignments, including work for The Log and other campus publications may be both practical and analytical. Three lecture hours per week.

Prerequisites: ENG 102, ENG 103 or ENG 106H.

Goals and Objectives

Goals

· To evolve critical standards for our own work. 

· To apply critical standards to peer work.

· To evolve critical standards for what we read.

· To learn what “style” means in historical and contemporary contexts.

. 


Objectives
· Read s significant body of historical journalism.
· Analyze a significant body of historical journalism.

· Read selected contemporary literary journalism.

· Report orally and in writing on contemporary literary journalism. 

 “Journalism is literature in a hurry.” – Matthew Arnold

Is it possible to write truthfully and objectively without application of personality? 
If journalism presents facts, should an individual journalist’s writing exhibit style? What is “style,” anyway?

Policies: This syllabus/plan is subject to change with the needs of the instructor (that's me), the students (that's you), and registrations—unknown at the time this syllabus is composed. Let's be flexible. College policies supersede any implied or direct conditions of this syllabus.
Special Provisions: Salem State College is committed to providing equal access to the educational experience for all students in compliance with Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act and The Americans with Disabilities Act. Any student who has a documented disability requiring an accommodation, aid or adjustment should speak with me privately. Students with Disabilities who have not previously done so should provide documentation to and schedule an appointment with the Office for Students with Disabilities and obtain appropriate services.

Attendance: Absent students miss significant work that cannot be made up. Make every effort to inform me of an unavoidable absence in advance. 

· Three or more cuts will trigger a letter grade reduction of your final grade. 

· Lateness by more than 15 minutes constitutes a full absence.

· Four absences mandate failure. (no kidding)
· Missing a scheduled conference counts as two (2) absences.

· If your cell phone rings while class is in session, you will be asked to leave and will be charged with a full absence.

Appeals of these objective criteria will require documented reasons for absence. By the end of the 4th class meeting, every student will have a "buddy" to contact in the event of absence. 
Collaboration: Frequently, students will be divided into teams. Since your teammates rely on you, be prompt, perceptive, and forthright. That’s a social and academic contract.

Assignments: If you are unable to complete any reading, avoid embarrassment and my frustration by informing me before class. If this becomes ordinary behavior, expect academic consequences. ALWAYS tell teammates if you are overwhelmed. Think of basketball and volleyball—a cry for “Help” is not a sign of weakness. 
· Written assignments will not be accepted late. 

· Extensions of due dates will never be granted retroactively.

· A cry for “Help” will always receive assistance—provided it come in advance.
Plagiarism and Dishonest Scholarship: If you cheat on an assignment, whose education is being shortchanged? Students who present work not their own will be dismissed from class with a grade of F and may be dismissed from the College. We'll discuss how the Internet and other forms of research can be used appropriately.

Texts and Materials
Lewis, Mammoth Book of Journalism. (This text’s punctuation is substandard—DO NOT EMULATE.)

Conover, Coyotes 

Didion, Slouching Towards Bethlehem.
Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed.

Hersey, Hiroshima.

Thompson, Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas.

Films:
Capote – Good Night and Good Luck
Assessment

100 points
Quiz Oct 2
150 points  
first paper; 3 pp Oct 11
250 points
Midterm Oct 16
200 points
Collaboration and performance on “long work” presentations (November)
300 points
Final paper – due Dec 11
1000 

Total
Important Dates

Sep 11 - Add-Drop over 

Nov 15 – Glasser reads MLK at 7:30: bring friends and cowbells

Nov 26 – Last day to withdraw with a W

 Calendar of Assignments - Fall 2007
The Calendar will be adjusted to accommodate the instructor's or students’ needs. Registrations will affect schedules.

Readings are due on the date indicated. Bring the relevant textbooks on those days.

	Sep 6 
	Orientation — texts, policies and “What is style?”

	Sep 11
	More on style and journalism
Can a writer achieve credibility, be balanced and be objective?

HW for 9/18 – read Dickens and Churchill

Arrange for viewing of Good Night, and Good Luck

	Sep 13
	no formal class – see film in common location to be arranged.

	Sep 18
	discuss Good Night, and Good Luck

Do we think TV journalism has changed since the 1950s?

Due: first readings in Mammoth Book


Dickens – A Man is Guillotined in Rome


Churchill – Escape – level of diction & credibility

Martha Gellhorn – Justice at Night — “fly-on-the-wall” & 
understatement
discuss: “level of diction”; “context”
“tone”

	Sep 20
	style and context – readings in Mammoth Book 

discuss Purpose and Tone
            Rice – Notre Dames’ Four Horsemen – purpose, allusion, and tone
Pegler – Are Wrestlers People? – tone, irony and purpose
Crane – Marines Signalling… — understatement and purpose

How do these writers employ tone – Is this journalism?

	Sep 25
	Style and tone– readings in Mammoth Book

            Cannon – Club Fighter  — scenes.
             Steinham – Being a Playboy Bunny — purpose
             John Reed – A Day That Shook the World – purpose & scene

	Sep 27
	Summary and “catch-up” class
How can we do an analysis of style? What is the difference between analysis and judgment?
Distribute review sheet. Preview of short paper: choose your topic. NO RESEARCH.

	Oct 2
	Quiz on readings and definitions.

	Oct 4
	How to write an analytical short paper about context, tone, & purpose. Choose an unassigned piece on our textbook and get crazy for
· purpose

· diction (levels of; allusion metaphor, etc)

· tone (irony, understatement)
· scenes
· context (when and where are we? audience expectations)

	Oct 9
	How to write a short analytical paper II. Bring your first draft/outline/notes if you have them.

	Oct 11
	Paper due; 3 pp., historical context and stylistic analysis of 1 short journalism piece. Peer exchange of papers. 
Preview Midterm.

	Oct 16
	Midterm bluebook essay in class. 

	Oct 18
	conferences

	Oct 23
	conferences

	Oct 25
	Organize long book team presentations – (5 teams?)

	Oct 30
	Team meetings

	Nov 1
	Team Meetings

	Nov 6
	Team Presentation: John Hersey (double cut date)

	Nov 8
	film: Capote

	Nov 13
	Team Presentation: Joan Didion (double cut date)

	Nov 15
	Writing literary journalism for Red Skies &  The Final Paper

	Nov 15
	Glasser reading 7:30 pm MLK

	Nov 20
	Team Presentation: Hunter S. Thompson (double cut date)

	Thanksgiving

Nov 22
	eat bird, wonder if your parents came from another planet and left you here by accident, sleep and forget.

	Nov 27
	Preparing your final paper- a guide for the timid, uncertain and terrified

	Nov 29
	Team Presentation: Ted Conover

	Dec 4
	Team Presentation: Barbara Ehrenreich(double cut date)

	Dec 6
	office hours for emergencies

	Dec 11
	Final Examination final paper due

	
	


Final Paper: 6 – 8 pp. Students should discuss and reach a conclusion about:

1. How are style and meaning integrated in a specific work by a specific author? 

–or –

2. What are the important ethical and stylistic considerations in the work(s) of a given journalist?

–or –

3. approved student-derived topic
Office Hours


Monday: 1:00 – 3:00


Tuesday & Thursday: 10:00 – 11:00


3:30 – 4:00 & by appointment (always best)
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