English 313 – Workshop in Literary Journalism - Syllabus
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Professor Perry Glasser

Office: MH 228
perry.glasser@salemstate.edu
X 7032

www.salemstate.edu/~pglasser
Catalog Description

ENG 313 Workshop in Literary Journalism (3 credits)
A writing course in literary journalism requiring students to write assignments intended for publication on-line as well as in newspapers, periodicals, and books. These assignments, including profiles, book reviews, personal reportage, and journalistic essays, reflect the genre’s focus on journalism of enduring literary value, as distinct from the primarily quotidian value of news reporting. Works by professional literary journalists serve as models. Students critique one another’s work and place successful work in the college newspaper. Three lecture hours per week. Prerequisites: ENG 102, ENG 103 or ENG 106H.

Time Commitment: Expect to devote 8 – 10 hours/week to this class.

Goals and Objectives
Goals

To learn the elements of primary research;
· online

· interviewing

· investigation

· fact verification 

To learn that revision requires more than grammatical or typographical corrections.

To learn that literary journalism is about the subject, not the writer, and only rarely about the writer’s encounter with the subject. 
To learn how literary journalism employs the techniques of fiction writing 

· Scene and narrative

· Characterization

· Dialogue that advances story and illuminates character 
· Setting 

· Principles of inclusion and exclusion of detail
To learn to analyze texts for:

· style

· purpose


Objectives 
Students will compose in 3rd person (mostly).

Analyze exemplary work from textbooks and from contemporary print and online journals.

Engage writing exercises for 
· dialogue

· setting, and
· diction and tone

Write 

· a personality profile that includes an interview.

· an analysis of readings

· an extended piece of literary journalism using scene and narrative.

Workshop and comment on student work.

Revise to incorporate peer editing into revision.

Create a final portfolio of revised work for assessment.

Confer with me each month. [image: image2.jpg]



Policies

This syllabus/plan is subject to change with the needs of the instructor and the students. College policies supercede any implied or direct conditions of this syllabus.
Special Provisions: Salem State College is committed to providing equal access to the educational experience for all students in compliance with Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act and The Americans with Disabilities Act. Any student who has a documented disability requiring an accommodation, aid or adjustment should speak with me privately. Students with Disabilities who have not previously done so should provide documentation to, and schedule an appointment with, the Office for Students with Disabilities and obtain appropriate services.

Attendance: Absent students miss significant work that cannot be made up. Make every effort to inform me of an unavoidable absence in advance. 

· Three or more cuts will trigger a letter grade reduction of your final grade. 

· Lateness by more than 15 minutes constitutes a full absence.

· Four absences mandate failure. 

· Extensions of due dates cannot be granted retroactively.
· If your cell phone rings while class is in session, you will be asked to leave and will be charged with a full absence.

Appeals of these objective criteria will require documented reasons for absence. By the end of the 3rd class meeting, every student will have a "buddy" to contact in the event of absence. 
Plagiarism and Dishonest Scholarship: Students who present work not their own will be dismissed from class with a grade of F and may be dismissed from the College. 

Texts and Readings
Kerrane and Yagoda, eds. The Art of Fact. (New York: Touchstone Books, 1997)
Assessment

100 points
Interview/profile
100 points
Analysis paper
150 points
Midterm: an in-class test on readings 

250 points
Open writing assignment for workshop 

  80 points 
Workshop participation 

120 points
Monthly conferences
200 points
Final portfolio, including revisions
There is no Final Examination..
Schedule of Assignments
Readings are due on the date indicated. START READNG IN ADVANCE.
Graded assignments are in bold as are the dates those assignments are due. 
	Jan 26
	Orientation/syllabus/monthly conferences: start reading

What is literary journalism? What’s a story? Why do we care?

	Feb 2
	Profile/interviewing – peer writing – assign pairs/buddies

“So, We Meet at Last, Mr. Bond.” p 212 

from “Whoredom in Kimmage,” p. 367

“The Girl of the Year” p. 469

	Feb 9
	Profile – drafts read aloud

Profile – drafts read aloud

	Feb 23
	Profiles due – close reading and analysis overview
Close Reading and Analysis – style: assign paper due Oct 17

from “In Cold Blood” p. 161.

“Watercress Girl” p. 34.

“The Third Winter” p. 422.

“The Day of the Fight” p. 115

	Mar 2
	from “If Christ Came to Chicago” p 49

from “Homicide” p 522 from “Among the Thugs” p. 354.

“Lethal Lightning” p. 461

	Mar 9
	Analysis paper due – 3 pp. Students will choose a single text and describe how the writer achieves his/her effects. 
Papers will be read aloud

review and workshop rules – “open writing”

	Mar 23
	Midterm – in class bluebook essay exam.

preparing for workshop

	remainder of semester
	workshop – student writing aloud and paper

	April 27
	Portfolio due

	
	


Students are required to meet with me in my office, MH 228, at least once in Februray, in March, and in April .  Come prepared with coursework questions. 
Office Hours


Monday: 10:00 – 11:00; 4:00 – 4:30 by appt.


W – 10:30 – 12:30; 4:00 – 4:30 by appt 


TH 1:00 – 2:00.
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