English 470 – 01 - Syllabus

Fall 2009 Mondays 1:30 – 4:00 MH 249

Professor Perry Glasser

Office 228 MH

perry.glasser@salemstate.edu
X 7032

Catalog Description (not yet in print!)
ENG 470 Seminar in Modern Publishing 3 Credits

An intense examination of the field of publishing for professional writers, the class will examine business models for nonfiction book and magazine publishers, professional workflow dynamics in organizations, freelance professional nonfiction writing, ghost writing, and other forms of work-for-hire for print and electronic media. This course will include collaborative classroom practicum experiences and lectures from professionals in the field, with some practical writing assignments such as pitch and query letters throughout the course. Three lecture hours per week:  Prerequisite: ENG 300, ENG 301 OR ENG 400.
Policies

This syllabus/plan is subject to change with the needs of the instructor (that's me) and the students (that's you). Let's be flexible.

Special Provisions: Salem State College is committed to providing equal access to the educational experience for all students in compliance with Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act and The Americans with Disabilities Act. Any student who has a documented disability requiring an accommodation, aid or adjustment should speak with me privately. Students with Disabilities who have not previously done so should provide documentation to and schedule an appointment with the Office for Students with Disabilities and obtain appropriate services.

Assignments: If you are unable to complete any reading or project, avoid embarrassment by informing me well in advance. If this becomes ordinary behavior, expect academic consequences.

· Written assignments will not be accepted late. 

· Extensions of due dates will never be granted retroactively.

Plagiarism and Dishonest Scholarship: Students who present work not their own will be dismissed from class with a grade of F and may be dismissed from the College. 
Assessment:

	10%
	Attendance at required Writer Series

	15%
	Attend 3 Red Skies Meeting

	75%
	Portfolios + quantity and quality of collaborative comment online and written work –
the nature and scope of assignments will be determined by the class 


Attendance

Our attendance policy in Fall 2009 will be flexible because of the possibility of H1N1 flu. Let’s stay healthy. Let’s be smart.

DO NOT COME TO CLASS IF YOU ARE ILL. No student will be penalized for being overly cautious. Rest, drink fluids and seek medical assistance if necessary. Follow professional advice.

For continued academic excellence, we will need to be sure we are connected electronically in each of three ways:

· Activate and use your SSC email account

· Access our class’s Blackboard site.

· Be ready to access my college web site at http://www.salemstate.edu/~pglasser
For the three following scenarios, your co-operation and effort is appreciated.

Scenario #1. You are ill.

1. Rest. Get well. We will make “catch-up” arrangements when you return. 

Meanwhile, if you feel up to it and are able:

2. Collaborate with your classmates. We’ll exchange telephone numbers and create a buddy-system soon after our first class. 

3. Log onto our class’s Blackboard component. Check our site for “news” while you are out at least every two days – try not fall behind.

4. DO NOT send me e-mail asking, “What did I miss?” If the H1N1 flu virus is widespread, I will post announcements and teaching materials in one place, at one time, rather than responding to what might be a dozen separate e-mails. 

Scenario #2. I am ill.
1.  If I am ill, I will make every effort to communicate my absence to you, probably via SSC email/Navigator AND via Blackboard. If you fail to activate and use your free SSC email address, you will miss these notices.

2. I will make every effort to post supplementary assignments and readings online – please check online mechanisms at least every other day. You will be responsible for those materials.

Scenario #3. The college temporarily: The pandemic.

1.Regularly check all online mechanisms for our class. 

2. Follow news updates as to when and how the college will re-open.

3. Any and all college-wide policies supersede any information you see here.

Best plan: stay healthy. Wash your hands frequently.

Goals

· Students will appreciate the Editorial Cycle.

· Students will perform in leadership publishing/editorial capacities.
Objectives

Students will 
· master collaborative writing/publishing environments 

· Google Docs, 

· Blogs

· Google Sites 

· attend two Writer’s Series events
· use Track Changes

· engage a significant class/group project
Course Description

We will spend a brief while discussing theory: we will spend far more time with hands-on projects. Students will design
Texts & Materials
1. Howe, Crowdsourcing
2. Tapscott, Wikinomics
3. online resources

4. use of an SSC email address

5. access to Web CT

6. The Writer’s Series schedule is attached to this syllabus.

CALENDAR
	
	We may need to arrange one make-up session at a mutually agreeable time.

	
	

	September 14, 2009
	Readings & Orientation – Attendance, Web CT

HW: 1. Howe pp. 1 – 97 (Group 1)
2. Tapscott pp. 1 – 96 (Group 2)
What’s a Writer? 

The Editorial Cycle

Central Repositories

	September 21, 2009
	Group Reports

HW: Tapscott: pp. 268 – 287 (Group 1)

Howe pp. 131 – 222 (Group 2)

Talking about Blogs & Google Docs  - PowerPoint

The editorial cycle

	September 28, 2009
	Yom Kippur  class guest lecturers Bishop & Cardin: Blogs and Processes

Group Reports

HW: Howe 261 – 302 (all)

	October 5, 2009
	Using Google Docs to collaborate – groups: combined class?

Editorial calendars

	October 12, 2009
	Columbus Day

	October 19, 2009
	Glasser travelling – Web CT assignments — blogs? books?

Class project – what shall we publish? A book? 

	Thursday, Oct 22
	Susan Kaysen reads - required; dinner and  7:30 p.m. MLK Room

	October 26, 2009
	Collaborative class project #1 – platform? content?

	November 2, 2009
	TBD by class interest

	November 9, 2009
	conferences

	November 16, 2009
	TBD by class interest

	Thursday: Nov 19
	Glasser reads 5 p.m. Central Campus, Enterprise Center

	November 23, 2009
	Freelancing – pitch and queries

Book and magazines – the business models

	November 30, 2009
	Portfolio preparation

	December 7, 2009
	Summing up
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 WRITERS’ SERIES

FALL 2009

SEPTEMBER

21  
11:00 a.m.  
Annual First Year Writing Awards

Vets Hall, Campus Center



OCTOBER

01
7:30 p.m.
Frank Blessington 



MLK, Campus Center
[“Translating Euripides’ Bacchae 
    to the Stage”]

08
7:30 p.m.
Brian Brodeur [poet - alum]


MLK, Campus Center

John Hodgen [poet]

20
11:00 a.m.
StoryCorp Reading



MLK, Campus Center
22
7:30 p.m.
Suzanna Kaysen 



MLK, Campus Center
[Memoirist – Girl, Interrupted]

NOVEMBER

05
2:00 p.m.
Jen Kiernan




MLK, Campus Center
 [poet – alum] 
Joe Salvatore

 [fiction – alum]

19
5:00 p.m.
Perry Glasser [fiction]



Enterprise Ctr, Ctrl Campus
30
11:00 a.m.
Faculty Reading



MLK, Campus Center
Office Hours


Monday: 4:00 – 4:30


Tuesday & Thursday: 10:00 – 11:00


1:30 – 3:00 & by appointment (always best)
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