English 314 – Survey of Journalistic Styles - Syllabus
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Professor Perry Glasser

Office 228 MH

perry.glasser@salemstate.edu
X 7032

ENG 314 Survey of Journalistic Styles 3 credits

A survey of journalistic styles in writing, focusing on the interactions between journalism and literature, as, for example, the relationship between periodical journalism and Addison’s essays, or Boswell’s influence on the writing of popular profiles. Attention will also be

paid to reading current journalistic pieces in a literary context—reviews, plus critical, social, political, ethical, and legal commentary. Writing assignments, including work for The Log and other campus publications may be both practical and analytical. Three lecture hours per week.

Prerequisites: ENG 102, ENG 103 or ENG 106H.

Goals and Objectives

Goals

· To evolve critical standards for our own work. 

· To apply critical standards to peer work.

· To evolve critical standards for what we read.

· To learn what “style” means in historical and contemporary contexts.

. 


Objectives
· Read s significant body of historical journalism.
· Analyze a significant body of historical journalism.

· Read selected contemporary literary journalism.

· Report orally and in writing on contemporary literary journalism. 

 “Journalism is literature in a hurry.” – Matthew Arnold

Is it possible to write truthfully and objectively without application of personality? 
If journalism presents facts, should an individual journalist’s writing exhibit style? What is “style,” anyway?

Policies: This syllabus/plan is subject to change with the needs of the instructor (that's me), the students (that's you), and registrations—unknown at the time this syllabus is composed. Let's be flexible. College policies supersede any implied or direct conditions of this syllabus.
Special Provisions: Salem State College is committed to providing equal access to the educational experience for all students in compliance with Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act and The Americans with Disabilities Act. Any student who has a documented disability requiring an accommodation, aid or adjustment should speak with me privately. Students with Disabilities who have not previously done so should provide documentation to and schedule an appointment with the Office for Students with Disabilities and obtain appropriate services.

Attendance & Pandemic Policy
Our attendance policy in Fall 2010 will be flexible because of the possibility of H1N1 flu. Let’s stay healthy. Let’s be smart.

DO NOT COME TO CLASS IF YOU ARE ILL. No student will be penalized for being overly cautious. Rest, drink fluids and seek medical assistance if necessary. Follow professional advice.

For continued academic excellence, we will need to be sure we are connected electronically in each of three ways:

· Activate and use your SSC email account

· Access our class’s Blackboard site.

· Be ready to access my college web site at http://www.salemstate.edu/~pglasser
For the three following scenarios, your co-operation and effort is appreciated.

Scenario #1. You are ill.

1. Rest. Get well. We will make “catch-up” arrangements when you return. 

Meanwhile, if you feel up to it and are able:

2. Collaborate with your classmates. We’ll exchange telephone numbers and create a buddy-system soon after our first class. 

3. Log onto our class’s Blackboard component. Check our site for “news” while you are out at least every two days – try not fall behind.

4. DO NOT send me e-mail asking, “What did I miss?” If the H1N1 flu virus is widespread, I will post announcements and teaching materials in one place, at one time, rather than responding to what might be a dozen separate e-mails. 

Scenario #2. I am ill.
1.  If I am ill, I will make every effort to communicate my absence to you, probably via SSC email/Navigator AND via Blackboard. If you fail to activate and use your free SSC email address, you will miss these notices.

2. I will make every effort to post supplementary assignments and readings online – please check online mechanisms at least every other day. You will be responsible for those materials.

Scenario #3. The college temporarily: The pandemic.

1.Regularly check all online mechanisms for our class. 

2. Follow news updates as to when and how the college will re-open.

3. Any and all college-wide policies supersede any information you see here.

Best plan: stay healthy. Wash your hands frequently.

Collaboration: Frequently, students will be divided into teams. Since your teammates rely on you, be prompt, perceptive, and forthright. That’s a social and academic contract. Many collaborative mechanisms are available to you online.
Assignments: We will be doing a LOT of reading. If you are unable to complete any reading, avoid embarrassment and my frustration by informing me before class. If this becomes ordinary behavior, expect academic consequences. ALWAYS tell teammates if you are overwhelmed. Think of basketball and volleyball—a cry for “Help” is not a sign of weakness. 
· Written assignments will not be accepted late. 

· Extensions of due dates will never be granted retroactively.

· A cry for “Help” will always receive assistance—provided it come in advance—especially for illness or suspected illness.
Plagiarism and Dishonest Scholarship: If you cheat on an assignment, whose education is being shortchanged? Students who present work not their own will be dismissed from class with a grade of F and may be dismissed from the College. We'll discuss how the Internet and other forms of research can be used appropriately.

Texts and Materials
Lewis, Mammoth Book of Journalism. (This text’s punctuation is British standard—DO NOT EMULATE.)

Conover, Coyotes 

Hemingway, A Moveable Feast.
Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed.

Hersey, Hiroshima.

Thompson, Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas.

Vincent, Self-Made Man – NOT ORDERED FROM BOOKSTORE GO GET IT
Films:
Good Night and Good Luck
Online mechanisms:

a WebCT Blackbard account
Assessment

50  points
Quiz Sep 29

200 points
short paper; 3 pp Oct 20
250 points
Midterm Oct 27
200 points
Collaboration and performance on “long work” presentations (November)

200 points
Final Examination  Dec 15
200 points
Attend 4 readings or Red Skies meetings 50 pts@

1100 

Total

Important Dates

Nov 19 – Glasser reads 5:00: bring friends and cowbells

Nov 20 – Last day to withdraw with a W

Dec 15 – Final Exam

 Calendar of Assignments - Fall 2009
The Calendar will be adjusted to accommodate the instructor's or students’ needs. Registrations will affect schedules. Readings are due on the date indicated. Bring the relevant textbooks on those days.

	Sep 3
	Orientation — texts, policies and “What is style?” “What is journalism?”

	Sep 8
	More on style and journalism
Can a writer achieve credibility, be balanced and be objective?

HW for 9/10 – read Dickens and Churchill

Blogs online

	Sep 10
	Due: first readings in Mammoth Book


Dickens – A Man is Guillotined in Rome


Churchill – Escape – level of diction & credibility


discuss: “level of diction”; “context”
“tone”

	Sep 15
	Style and Context – readings in Mammoth Book 

discuss Purpose and Tone
            Rice – Notre Dames’ Four Horsemen – purpose, allusion, and tone
Pegler – Are Wrestlers People? – tone, irony and purpose

How do these writers employ tone – Is this journalism? 

HW choose a reading for the class

	Sep 17
	Style and Tone– readings in Mammoth Book

Martha Gellhorn – Justice at Night — “fly-on-the-wall” 

Crane – Marines Signalling… — understatement and purpose
HW choose a reading for the class

	Sep 22
	Scene & Narrative

      Cannon – Club Fighter  — scenes.
      Steinham – Being a Playboy Bunny — purpose and scene

      John Reed – A Day That Shook the World – purpose & scene
Gather class recommendations

	Sep 24
	Class recommended readings (3)

Planning your short paper. 

How can we do an analysis of style? What is the difference between analysis, reportage, and cultural criticism?

NO RESEARCH.

	Sep 29 
	Quiz on readings and definitions. (30 minutes)

Writing your paper.

	Oct 1
	How to write an analytical short paper about context, tone, & purpose. Choose an unassigned piece on our textbook and get crazy for

· purpose

· diction (levels of; allusion metaphor, etc)

· tone (irony, understatement)

· scenes

· context (when and where are we? audience expectations)

	Oct 6
	Conferences re paper: MH 228 — 3 – 4 students per conference

	Oct 8
	Film — Goodnight and Good Luck

	Oct 13
	Discuss film.

	Oct 15
	Drafts DUE. Peer/group editing of paper draft. 

	Oct 20
	Paper due; 3 pp., historical context and stylistic analysis of 1 short journalism piece. 
Preview Midterm.

	Oct 22
	Study date

	Oct 27
	Midterm bluebook essay in class.

	Oct 29
	Organize long book team presentations – (4 teams)
Assign Hemngway

	Nov 3
	Hemingway (Glasser) 

	Nov 5
	Hemingway (Glasser)

Assign Vincent

	Nov 10
	Reading date

	Nov 12
	Vincent (Glasser)

	Nov 17
	Vincent (Glasser)

	Nov 19
	Conferences — MH 228 – 2 teams

Glasser reads; 5 PM

	Nov 24
	Conferences – MH 228 – 2 teams

	Nov 26 
	Thanksgiving

	Dec 1
	Team Presentation: Hersey

	Dec 3
	Team Presentation: Conover

	Dec 8
	Team Presentation: Thompson

	Dec 10
	Team Presentation: Ehrenreich

	Dec 15 
	Final Examination 11:00 – 1:00

2 of 3 essay questions

Theory and readings


Office Hours


Monday: 1:00 – 3:00


Tuesday & Thursday: 10:00 – 11:00


1:30 – 3:00 & by appointment (always best)
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