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	Content
	Style
	Mechanics
	Craft

	A
	work is appropriate to an adult, educated audience; characters behave in surprising dramatic ways and have significant individuality – we sense they are “alive” to the writer.
	evocative, lean and fresh language; sentences vary in structure and length showing effective subordination,  coordination, and parallelism; appropriate imagery is strongly detailed; characters are treated with compassion.
	mss. is cleanly typed and exhibits general control of language
	successful incorporation of concepts taught appropriate to course level; the writer engages structural revisions when necessary and fearlessly kills darlings

	B
	work is appropriate to an adult, educated audience; characters behave in predictable if logical ways– we sense they are “explaining” human behavior.
	evocative, lean language; sentences vary in structure and length; appropriate imagery is somewhat detailed; characters are treated with compassion.
	mss. exhibits few typographical errors, strong usage and spelling, insignificant sentence structure errors, no important errors in syntax or grammar
	successful incorporation of concepts taught appropriate to course level; textual revisions when necessary.

	C
	predictable themes treated in predictable ways; characterization is derivative, familiar and wooden – we sense a writer parroting “received wisdom” and relying on stereotypes.
	arch language; stringy and wordy sentences that too often reduce to passive voice; some sentence variety among few structures; abstract imagery with few concrete details; clichéd unpleasant characters meet predictable ends.
	mss. exhibits many typographical errors; weak spelling; some sentence structure errors; occasional errors in syntax or grammar
	partial incorporation of concepts taught appropriate to course level; minimal proofreading.

	D
	work is plainly derivative and imitative; we sense a writer unready to explore the implications of human drama.
	verbose, cliché-ridden prose; plodding sentences with little variation; characters are treated with contempt
	mss. exhibits poor spelling, gross sentence errors and frequent grammar and syntax errors.
	no incorporation of concepts taught;  work is plainly carriage copy. 

	
	WRITING RECEIVING A GRADE OF “D” IS NOT SUBJECT TO REVISION

	F
	non-performance


